




What is Internet Fragmentation?

Division or splintering of the unified, open, global Internet into smaller, 
isolated networks subject to different rules, regulations, and technical 
standards. 
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Internet Shutdowns

Source: BBC

● Access blocking

● Throttling (slowing 
broadband)

● Complete cut-off



Firewalls

Source: Wired

Geedge Networks sold 
censorship and surveillance 
systems abroad (including 

Myanmar, Pakistan, 
Kazakhstan, Ethiopia) 



Data Localization

Source: Deutsche Welle

“Digital sovereignty” 
strategy and 

development of the 
sovereign internet 

(Runet). 



Why ICANN Matters

🌐 Keeps the Internet interoperable
🤝 Defends multistakeholder governance
🛡 Prioritizes technical stability over political interests (RU–UKR) 

2010 RU/CN proposals at the 
ITU-> attempts to expand state 

influence over Internet identifiers  



What this means for us

🔎 Stay informed and act in our own fields
⚠ Fragmentation is already real

💡 Every policy decision & technical standard is a 
chance to make a difference



Thank you!
Questions & Feedback


