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Company Name

Associacio puntCAT

Company Address 1

Carrer Girona, 63; 2on., 1a.

Company Address 2

N/A

Company City

Barcelona

Company State/Province

N/A

Company Postal Code

E-08009

Company Website Address

http://www.puntcat.org

Company Country

Catalonia (European Union)

Sponsoring Organization Information

Sponsoring Organization Name

Fundaci6 puntCAT, which would be formed only

in case theTLD is delegated

Sponsoring Organization Address 1

N/A

Sponsoring Organization Address 2

N/A

Sponsoring Organization City

N/A

Sponsoring State/Province

N/A

Sponsoring Organization Postal
Code

N/A

Sponsoring Organization Country

N/A

Sponsoring Organization Website
Address

N/A
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Namestrings and Conventions

First sTLD choice: |.CAT

Naming Conventions:
.CAT is proposed as a Sponsored TLD for the Catal an |linguistic and cultura
conmuni ty

Registrants will be allowed to register dirctly under the TLD, ie, at the
second level. Example: mydomain.cat

Second sTLD
choice:

Naming Conventions:

We are bound to express that we provide second and third choi ces because its is
specifically offered in tha Application form and just in case unforseen
conflicts with our first choice could surface. But .cat is by far our preferred
proposal, with the other options lying well behind in terns of useful ness and
identification value for the sponsored comunity.

.CTL

Third sTLD choice: l.cATALA

Naming Conventions:

. CATALA is the name of the Catal an | anguage precisely in Catal an | anguage. The
problemis that besides being fairly long for a TLD (only .rmuseumis that
long), it is a msspelling. It should be .catala, ie, the ending a has a "& a
grave" character in HTM. or, in Unicode, u+00EO).

As there are not TLDs with non-ASCII characters, and we are not proposing to do
so at this time, this third-choice string is particularly unappealing.

Sponsoring Organization Structure

Sponsoring Organi zation Structure

SPONSORI NG ORGANI ZATI ON

This application is submitted by Associaci 6 punt CAT, an associ ation
(non-for-profit, equal-voting menbership entity conposed of other |ega
entities, but not of individuals) based in Barcel ona. This Association has
been incorporated and it is operated in order to vehicle the filing of the
application for the del egation of the .cat TLD. At present, Associacio6
punt CAT i s conposed of 67 nenbers, covering a w de range of sectors and
activities linked to the Catalan linguistic and cultural conmunity.
Moreover, many entities involved in the said Conmunity are in the process
of joining the Association, so it is foreseen a significant gromh of its
menber shi p

Shoul d | CANN approve this application, the Association would be substituted
by a Foundation to be named Fundaci 6 punt CAT, and the Associ ation would be
di ssol ved. Such a substitution is due to the clear advantages that using a
foundati on for sponsoring a TLD woul d suppose. |ndeed, an association is
based on formal menbership, making quite difficult the access to nenbership
to entities with different |egal backgrounds in different jurisdictions (as
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it will be the case in regards of the Sponsor of the .cat TLD) and it al so
rai ses significant difficulties when trying to accept at the sane tine

i ndi vi dual and corporate menmbership. By contrast, a foundation seens to be
a nore efficient alternative, as it does not require formal menbership

I ndeed, according to Spanish and Catalan civil law (which will apply to the
Foundation, as it will be based in Barcelona as well), a foundation is just
an entity managi ng a nunber of assets for the achieverment of a concrete
goal (the sponsorship of the .cat TLD, in the case of Fundaci 6 punt CAT).
Therefore, any formal inconvenience derived from access and use of the
menber shi p woul d be avoi ded by using a foundation. Actually, such a type of
entity will allow actual participation in the policy-making process and

el ecti on of the governing bodi es by any nmenber of the defined comunity

wi t hout recourse to | egal nmenbership procedures. Joining such entity would
be based on a nmere declaration of will wthout nmore cunbersone

admi ni strative procedures, such as being accepted by the current nenbers.

ORGANI ZATI ONAL STRUCTURE

Once the foundation will be established, its formal structure will be based
on the foll ow ng organs:

Assenbly of Trustees: This is going to be the organ charged with the
managenment and representation of the foundation (w thout prejudice of its
capacity to del egate sone of its functions to other organs of the

foundation). In principle, this organ will be conposed at nost by 50
menbers. The assenbly will be conposed by representatives fromdifferent
sectors of the Conmunity. In particular, the assenbly will be conposed by

representatives covering:

- the academ c sector

- the nmedia sector,

- the corporate sector

- the non-for-profit entities sector

- individual s holding .cat domain names.

Each of the above-nentioned categories will be granted with at |east 10
menbers, to the exception of individuals holding .cat domai n nanes, who

will be granted with at |east 5 nenbers. Nonethel ess, fromthe noment of
establishing the foundation until the noment where the .cat TLD will be

fully operative such an assenmbly will be exceptionally conmposed by all the
menbers of the current association that will converge into the new foundation

Executive Comittee: The Assenbly of Trustees will appoint an Executive
Conmittee, charged with the tasks of managi ng the foundation, including the
supervision of officers and staff. This committee will be conposed by two
menbers fromthe corporate sector of the Community, two nmenbers fromthe
non-for-profit entities sector, one nenber fromthe academ ¢ sector, one
menber fromthe media sector and one menber representing the individuals
hol di ng . cat domai n nanes.

Chi ef Executive Oficer: The Executive Committee will be entitled to
appoi nt a Chief Executive Oficer or General Manager, charged with the
execution of the decisions adopted by the Executive Conmittee as well as
with the direct supervision of the staff.

In addition to the above-nmentioned organs, a General Forum and an Orbudsman
will be established. Both organs are described further bel ow.
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M SSI ON

The sol e purpose of the Foundation will be to serve as the Sponsoring
Organi zation for the .cat sTLD under del egation from | CANN. It wll
establish and enforce the .cat policies, and outsource, in principle, its
techni cal operation.

This will be the only activity of the Foundation.

DEFI NI TI ON OF THE COVMUNI TY

The .cat TLD is intended for the Catal an Linguistic and Cultural Community,
ie, for those identifying thenselves and/or their activities with the
pronmoti on of those areas in the Internet. Please refer below to

" Appropri at eness of Sponsored TLD Conmunity".

STI CKING TO THE | NTEREST OF THE COVMUNI TY

The punt CAT Foundation will be by its nature a non-for-profit, non partisan
representative of the whole comunity. Participation to the policy-making
procedures and el ection of the Trustees will be open to all registrants, in
a structured way that will prevent any given sector of activity or specia
interest to prevail in the long run. It is not a pre-existing entity from
that community trying to evolve into new fields of activity, but a platform
created by the community itself for the sole purpose of collectively
managi ng the .cat TLD.

Hereinafter this application will refer to both the existing Association
and the successor Foundation collectively as puntCAT. Only when specific
reeference to either one or the other entities is required a distinction
will be nmade. "Punt" neans "dot" so the nane directly refers to its only
pur pose: beconi ng the Sponsor Organization for the .cat TLD for the Catal an
Li ngui stic and Cultural Conmunity.

Appropriateness of Sponsored TLD Community

Appropri at eness of Sponsored TLD Conmunity

Pl ease provi de detail on the conmunity to be served and explain why the defined
conmunity to be served is appropriate for the creation of an sTLD.

As repeatedly stated in this application form the .cat sTLD is requested on
behal f of the Catalan Linguistic and Cultural Comunity. It mght sound strange
to request a TLD for a language (and this is not the case, even if it |ooks
close to it). But then, it also seenmed strange to some the idea of Sponsored
TLD al t oget her!

Wy a sTLD for this type of community? punt CAT subnits that this is precisely
the type of sTLD we should think of.

TLDs, the DNS as such, is used in many ways (and this has changed over tine)
but its main purpose is still to be unique identifiers of

machi nes/ servi ces/ people in the Internet. W all know that “services”,
“products”, “people” are not exactly the object of the DNS donmai n name. But we
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grew used to see it that way. And social realities count. Simlarly, and even
if all domain names have exactly the sane identification value froma technica
poi nt of view, “meaning”, both at the second | evel AND at the top | evel add
critical values to users (domain nane hol ders or not). Meaning, subjective
identification, is as an inportant val ue as uni queness and universal resolution
of the name fromthe users point of view (and the various Internationalized
Domai n Nanmes experinments woul d even suggests that in sonme cases, even nore

i mportant).

Users want choice. They want to be able to deci de whether they identify
thenmsel ves to the rest of the Internet with geographic/political criteria
(ccTLDs); nature of their activity (comercial; non-comercial); sector of
activity (aeronautic industry) type of service (Miseum or even corporate type
(Cooperative). No one excludes another. Miultiple identifications can be used,
as we can visit different districts in a city for different types of activity.
Choi ce and diversity, not mutual exclusion

| CANN deci ded therefore that it was worthwhile to experiment with a new type of
TLDs, so-called “sponsored” TLDs, devoted to and managed by a gi ven Community.
This is a community with clear nmenbership, needs and enough interest to apply
for one.

It is only natural therefore that puntCAT applies for a .cat sTLD. The Internet
is alot of things, but probably the nost inportant is a comunication space
(and neans). Human bei ngs communicate in a variety of forns, but |anguage is
the nost common, and the Internet is no exception. The vast nmpjority of people
will concentrate their comunications to and with the services and peopl e using
their same | anguage. If there is a real sense of belonging to a given conmunity
within the Internet this is precisely because those belonging to the conmunity
are comuni cating in their own | anguage, no matter which one it is. The sense
of sharing “commonalities”, of sharing conmon interests, needs, |nternet

| andscapes i s nowhere nore evident than within the many different linguistic
conmunities. Even if they are, nost often, conpletely invisible to the

predom nant English-based Internet, which many assume to be THE only

conmuni cati ons space.

A clear and deep sense of comunity, and especially, a clear perception of
online comunity, is far nore relevant here. Far nore dense and intense than
those of the online (and we underline this aspect) commnities served by many
of the current sTLDs, and many of the proposals being submtted now.

So a | anguage comunity fits within the concept, but why .cat? Because it is a
conmunity interested enough to organise itself in order to apply and nanage
such TLD. It has sufficient size to make that proposal viable, because it has
sufficient ideas to make it work, and to make it useful to he conmunity and to
the whol e of the Internet.

The first question puntCAT will be posed is: why Catal an and not English or Rom
or Swahili or [insert your favorite | anguage here]. punt CAT does not have an
answer, but knows that it is a wong question. W know our needs, but cannot
speak for others. English has not one, but nmany ccTLDs and gTLDs which are
predom nantly, if not exclusively, devoted to communicati on spaces where
English is the vehicle. Catalan doesn't. And it doesn’'t have a good substitute,
either. Certainly not a DBS feature but one of the nbpst common Net rel ated
behaviors for multinational firns is adapting their contents to the | anguages
of different user groups. The universal solution is matching the | anguage
versions with domains of the ccTLDs where those | anguages are spoken (except
for the US and English, as this is certainly not required). But Google or Yahoo
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cannot (yet!) use a google.cat or yahoo.cat for their (existing)
Cat al an-1 anguage versi ons.

Sonetimes this is not an issue in the commercial world as the | anguage is
associated with a |l ocal market. Therefore the ccTLD is suitable. But product
and service markets are not all that we can find in the Net. Communities
sharing cultures, not necessarily confine thenselves to either market lines or
political borders. Lots of |anguages are used across many different Countries.
Catal an, for instance, is spoken in three adm nsitratives divisions of Spain
(and partly in a fourth), another in France and just one in Italy, as well as
being the sole official |anguage of a country, Andorra. The political and
econom c realities of the |last 150 years have sent hundreds of thousands of
Cat al an speakers to all continents. Mst |anguages share sinilar realities. And
many share the feeling that ccTLDs are a different thing, that political (or
geographic) entities and |linguistic communities are not always the same. Note,
for instance, that the Spanish Senate requested, sone tine ago, a TLD for the
Spani sh-speaki ng comunity (.his, they proposed). They are conpl enentary,
certainly not exclusionary.

punt CAT knows the community wants it and can sustain it. Catalan, as a

| anguage, is not marginal at all in Internet usage terns. A couple of studies
(http://ww. vil aweb. conf especi al s/ 5anys/ enquesta. html and

http://ww. softcatal a.org/articles/article26.htnm rank Catal an as, respectively
the 19th and 23rd |l anguage in terns of online use (the second study is nore
recent uses a nmuch better nethodol ogy). The exact place tells very little, but
the relationship with other |anguages is telling. It is not English, but is
certainly not marginal

Catal an is not a margi nal |anguage offline either. Taking a single statistic,

t he nunber of books published in 2002, Catalan totals 8183, conpared to roughly
7000 in Finland, 6000 in Greece of 9000 in Hungary (the statitistic only refers
to books edited in Catal an, excluding for these purposes books in Spanish
edited by Publishers based in Catal onia, which surpassed that nunber but should
not be counted here in fairness). In relative terns, 0.76 books were published
for each 1000 Catal an speakers, the sane percentage as Italy or France. W
could provide lots of statistics about people, conpanies, associations, etc.

But punt CAT believes that this conparative nunbers should suffice at this stage
to proof viability.

So Cat al an- speaki ng peopl e manage to keep nore than acceptable statitistics in
those areas, even if we all had the personal advantage of being at |east
bilingual, if not trilingual (normally with Spanish, |less with French, sone
with Italian, the rest with different |anguages. Languages m ght sometines
conpete in the territory, but not in cultural terns.

Cul tural socialization, even nore than | anguage, is the flavour we want to give
to this TLD. Note that even if none of you (or few...) will know a catal an
witer, you certainly know painters such as Sal vador Dali, Joan Mrd or Anton
Tapi es, musicians |like Pau Casals, Mntserrat Caball é or Josep Carreras,
architects like Antoni Gaudi, Josep Puig i Cadafalch or Ricardo Bofill. W stop
here ;-) There are certainly wters as remarkable as the artists nentioned
here, but |anguage is a bigger barrier in this case. W want the TLD as an
identifier for all those using and pronoting the Catal an | anguage or Cul ture.

But how can we define the community? How can we know who bel ongs to that
conmuni ty? Well, punt CAT knows. Because it is pronoted buy the nost rel evant,
and will be forned by nearly all, the Catal an | anguage and cul tural -rel ated
entities. They know their menbers. They know the criteria. They know they have
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to contribute to this effort, by hel ping sorting these questions out. Please
refer to all the different registration procedures, Eligibility and Nam ng
Sel ection services and conpliance and di spute-resolution nechani sns. Perhaps
someone will be able to point out a mistake one day (ie, soneone registered a
domain with punt CAT infringing the rules. Perhaps. But we will commit all our
resources to prevent this fromever being a problemfor any third party. And
this is what counts.

The next question would be: What happens if all |anguages and cultures al so
apply for a TLD? Wiy this one and not anot her one? punt CAT doesn’t know. But it
is clear that it would be unfair to tell .aero that they cold not go until we

had the conpl ete taxonony of all possible industries, present, past and future.
It would be simlarly unfair rejecting .nmseum because perhaps nonunment sites
or oral archives are not prepared or willing or interested in nanaging a TLD.

The final question would certianly be: .cat? Meow! Yes ;-) But then .net neans
“clean” in Catalan, and .nu, “naked”. And this can be expanded to exhaustion.
Sone nanes are nicer in different parts of the world. That's a fact, not a bug.

punt CAT cones here, with huge support fromits comunity, with a solid
proposal, a viable registry and I ots of innovative ideas. Gve .cat a chance!

Representation

As stated in "Organisational Structure" above, the current structure of
Associ aci 6 punt CAT is widely representative of the Community. At this
regard, one of punt CAT's main concerns is to fully grant representation to
all the menbers of the Community and this is the reason why punt CAT ai ns at
establishing a foundation once the .cat TLD is approved by | CANN, for
i nstance many associ ati ons based outsi de Spain or the European Union have
met some difficulties in joining the association. Inclusiveness of the
whol e community is the key operative issue here.

I ndeed, the use of such a structure would grant a flexible structure,
all owi ng any menber to actively participate in the activities of the
foundati on, regardless of its concrete legal nature or jurisdiction. In
addition, other formal problenms (such as appointing a representative in
Spai n, where the association will be seated) woul d be avoi ded.

Moreover, it would grant an easy access to all the nmenmbers of the Conmunity
to the policy-nmaking procedures as well as to other issues linked to the
managenment of the .cat TLD. In this sense, it is foreseen to all ow
participation of all the menbers of the Conmunity (and not just of those

i nvol ved in the foundation) by neans of a General Forum as described in
"policy Making Procedures and Communi cations" bel ow.

As for the categories of stakeholders to be represented, we have al ready
sketched themin "Structual Organization" above. Let's add here that while
at the Assenbly of Trustees, the |arge nunber of representatives granted to
each category will allow internal diversity within each of them On the

ot her hand, for the nore reduced Executive Committee the By-laws (already
approved by the Association) will provide further warranties of diverse
representation. There, for instance, for the two representatives of the
non-for-profit sector it is provded that one of themw Il represent
entities specifically devoted pronote Catalan Culture while the other will
be ellected from NG3s and other non-for-profit entities devoted to any

ot her purpose. In the sane line, the two representatives of the corporate
sector will divided between one coming from conpanies mainly related to
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Internet services at-large and the other from any other conmercial user of
the .cat TLD.

To provide a general sense of the quantity, quality and diversity of the
initial nmenbership, we attach the Iist of nenbers we provide the |list as of
March 9, 2004 (please note that we had recei ved many new nenbershi ps during
this last week, plus dozens of exrpressions of interest).

Acci 6 Cultural del Pais Valencia

ACET - Associ aci 6 Catal ana d' Engi nyers de Tel econuni caci ns

ACETT - Associaci 6 Catal ana d' Engi nyers Tecni cs de Tel econuni caci ons
Am cs de | a Ll engua Catal ana

Associaci 6 Arrels

Associ aci 6 Catal ana de | a Prensa Comar cal

Associ aci 6 Catal ana de Premsa Gratuita

Associ aci 6 Catal ana de Professionals

Associ aci 6 Catal ana de Radi odi fusi 6 Privada

Associ aci 6 Catal ana de Socors Miutus "Mntepi o de Montserrat"
Associ aci 6 Conéi xer CATal unya

Associaci 6 Cultural Catal ana de Queensland Brisbhane - Australia
Associ aci 6 Cultural Misics per |a Llengua

Associ aci 6 d' Antics Alumes d' Enginyeria i Arquitectura La Salle
Associ aci 6 de Publicaci ons Peri 0di ques en Catal a d' Abast Naci ona
Associ aci 6 d' Editors en Ll engua Catal ana

Associ aci 6 d' Enpresaris Productors de Miltimedi a (ADEPM Cat al unya)
Associ aci 6 d' Enpreses de Noves Tecnol ogi es de G rona

Associ aci 6 d' Escriptors en Ll engua Catal ana

Associ aci 6 d' Usuaris de Java de Catal unya

Associ aci 6 en Defensa del domini .CT

Associ aci 6 Productors Audi ovi sual s de Catal unya

Associ aci 6 Professionals Aut onons de Catal unya

Associ azione Italiana di Studi Catal an

Capitol Catala de la Internet Society

Casa Nostra Baden-Wettingen / G up Mntseny

Casal Catal & de Brussel.les

Casal Catal & de Vancouver

Casal de Catal unya de Buenos Aires

Casal dels Catal ans de California

Cat al an Broadcasting Society Inc - Radiodifusié Catal ana - Mel bourne -
Australia -

"Catal oni a" Grup de Catal ans de Sao Paul o

Centre Catalad de Rosario

Centre Catal d del PEN C ub, Associaci6 d' escriptors

Centre Cultural Catala de Perpinya- CASAL JAUME | er

Centre Internacional Escarré per a les Mnories Etniques i |es Nacions
Cercl e Tecnol 6gi ¢ de Catal unya

CLUB D AM CS DE LA UNESCO DE BARCELONA

Col -legi Oficial d Enginyeria en Informatica de Catal unya
Consorci Local i Comarcal de Conunicacio6

Corporaci 6 Catal ana de Radio i Televisio

Enci cl opédi a Cat al ana

Federaci 6 Catal ana de Centres d' Ensenyanent

Federaci 6 de Tel evi si ons Munici pal s de Catal unya

Federaci 6 d'Entitats de | a Catal unya Nord

Federaci 6 d' Organisnmes i Entitats de Tel evisi 6 Local de Catal unya
Federaci 6 Radi os Local s de Catal unya

Fundaci 6 Catal ana per a | a Recerca (FCR)

Fundaci 6 Jaune |
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Fundaci 6 Societat i Cultura

Greni d' Editors de Catal unya

Institut d' Estudis Catal ans

Institut d' Estudis Eivissencs

Institut d' Estudis |l erdencs

Institut Interuniversitari Joan Lluis Vives
I nstitut Linguapax

Instituto Brasileiro de Filosofia e Ci éncia "Rai nundo Lulio"
I ntracat al oni a

La Bressol a

Nomi nalia Internet, SL

North American Catal an Society

CGbra Cul tural Bal ear

Gobra Cultural de |'Al guer

Omi um Cul t ur al

O fed Catala de Mexic, A.C.

Vi | aneb

Note al so that many of these menbers are in fact the associations or
federations of record for their respective field.

Openness and Tansparency

For punt CAT, granting effective openness and transparency in the devel opment of
its activities is one of the key issues related to the | aunching and managenent
of the .cat TLD. Indeed, given the fact that the Sponsor will not be a

cl osed- nenbershi p organization, the involvement of the Comunity in said
activities requires that its menbers do have full access to any information
produced in regards of .cat TLDs, in order to allow themto actively
participate in the policies-nmaking procedures as well as other decisions |inked
to said domai n names.

Punt CAT considers that such a goal can only be granted by nmeans of the
adoption of several instruments that all ow the nmenbers of the Community being
actively involved in the devel opment of puntCAT's activities. At this respect,
By-1 aws of the Foundation foresee the appointnment of an Onbudsman, charged with
the task of receiving conplaints and observati ons on how punt CAT develops its
functions. Such a figure should not be confused with a Custonmer Service. On the
contrary, it will rather deal with the conments fromthe nenbers of the
Conmunity in respect to the behavior (or the lack thereof) of puntCAT when
dealing with their respective circunstances.

The Orbudsman shal |l obvi ously be independent from punt CAT, behaving as an

i mpartial party when dealing with disputes or conplaints filed by menbers of
the Community. Moreover, the Onbudsman may be whether an individual or an
entity. In this sense, puntCAT has received several informal offers from
entities such as Universities or Newspapers that have adopted simlar figures
for the devel opment of their activities. At this respect, those entities have
of fered their experience and know edge on this issue in order to allow punt CAT
an adequate | aunching of this service.

The Orbudsman will el aborate and publish a Yearly Report on the activities of
punt CAT, collecting the conplaints filed during the correspondi ng year

descri bing the nost inportant problens and comments raised by the nmenbers of
the Community and meking the recomrendations it considers necessary in order to
grant an inprovenment of the quality of the services rendered by punt CAT. As
stated above, this report shall be nade available to anyone, by posting it in
punt CAT's web site. In addition, the Orbudsman will deliver a copy of his
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report to I CANN as a part of the evaluation materials related to punt CAT.

As described in other Sections of this form (“Policy-Mking Process”, for
exanpl e) other instruments will be enacted in order to grant full transparency
and openness to puntCAT's activities. At this respect, a Public Forumw || be
permanent|ly avail able to any menber of the Community for posting his comments
or suggestions. In addition, access to the key information and materials
related to puntCAT's activities will be nmade avail able to anyone, by posting
themin puntCAT's web site. In this sense, for exanple, the Secretary of the
Assenbly will post the mnutes of the nmeetings online. Furthernore, said
neeting will be web-casted, so any nmenber of the Comunity will be able to
attend them and fol |l ow t he di scussions.

Al'l the docunents related to punt CAT shall be drafted in Catal an. Nonet hel ess,
the nost rel evant ones (such as, for exanple, the Orbudsman Yearly Report) will
al so be made available in English, in order to grant their conprehension to
anyone, whether belonging to the Community or not. Finally, it is also
i mportant to point out that many materials will also be available in “offline”
format (such as paper, for exanple).

Initial Directors, Officers, and Other Staff
Al this information is avilable in Part C, Business Plan, question V

Selection of Directors, Officers, Members, Staff

Once established according to the rules already explained for the popul ati on of
the Assenmbly of Trustees and selection of the Executive Committee itself, such

Conmittee will appoint a General Manager, under the advise of the Steering
Conmittee. Additional officers will be selected by the Executive Conmittee, as
wel |, in accordance to the proposal made by the General Manager

Further information on the Executive conmittee nmay be found at Part C, Business
Plan - Current Operations, Question V.

Moreover, initial staff in the adm nistrative and ENS areas will be hired by
the Steering Committee, under recomendati on of the part-time consultants
referred in the precedent section.

Meetings and Communication

In accordance to the By-laws of the Foundation, the Assenmbly of Trustees
will hold at |east an annual neeting. Nonetheless, it is certain that
beyond this legal requirement said assenbly will neet nost probably
quarterly, at least during the first years of existence of the foundation.

The annual neeting of the Asenbly of Trsutees will be hold in Barcel ona, as
it isrequired to hold it in the place of the |egal seat of the foundation

O her nmeetings will take place in different places, as the Assenbly itself

deci des. Meetings of the Assenbly of Trustees will offer participation

t hrough vi deoconference or tel econference or any other technical mean that
offers its nmenmbers the maximal flexibility for attending said neetings. At
this regard, one of puntCAT's nain goals is to make an extensive use of the
nost nodern online systenms for accessing the neetings (by nmeans, for
exanpl e, of web-casting in real time and granting access to the nenbers of
the Community by neans of the foundation's web site). Thus, the use of said
t echnol ogi es woul d not only allow nore flexibility to the trustees but
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woul d al so grant the nenmbers of the Community full access to the

di scussions held during said neetings, with the corresponding fulfillnent
of the goal of transparency ained by puntCAT in regards of its activities.
I nformati on about puntCAT's activities will be further distributed thorugh
mailing list, RSS feeds and or any other avail able technical way for

di ssem nating information. It is planned also to publish a quarterly

newsl etter for nore conventional dissem nation

At the end of each neeting, the Secretary of the Assenmbly of Trustees will
prepare the corresponding nminutes, being posted at the web site of puntCAT
once el aborated. Said minutes will be public, so anyone will be able to
access their contents.

The Executive Committee will meet nmonthly and nmeetings will be held by
means of videoconference, teleconference or any other sinilar technique
that allows renote comunication between the nenbers of said committee.

Finally, the permanent online (mailing list) based forumwll hold an
annual neeting. Such nmeetings will be held in conjunction with
Internet-related events in different |ocations. Renote participation wll
be i ndeed offered. For nore details, please see "Policy Miking Processes"
bel ow

Fiscal Information

In accordance with what it has been stated in "Organizational Structure"
above, the Association filing this candidature is just a vehicle for
prepari ng and managi ng such a filing. In consequence, no econom c activity
has been achi eved by Associ aci 6 punt CAT ot her than paying the fees to | CANN
and to its own advisors in order to prepare such application (these funds
have been kindly donated by sonme foundi ng Menbers). Mreover, no staff has
been recruited either. The managenment of the association is provided pro
bono by the menbers of its Executive Conmittee, and the application process
itself, but the specific Steering Conmittee referred to above.

On the other hand, in respect of the Foundation to be established in case
of approval of the .cat TLD, it is foreseen that the initial assets it
shall be granted with by its trustees will anmount between 150,000 and
250,000 Euros. Please refer to Part C. "Business Plan" for details on
nunber and tinming of staff addition. During the application period the
Steering Committee will be assisted by Eric Brunner-WIIlianms as part-tinme
consul tant acting as CTO and Amadeu Abril i Abril as part-time Policy
Advi sor. Again refer to "Business Plan" for further details on their
respective roles.

Indemnification from Liability

The Foundation will be based upon Spanish and Catal an Law, as it shall be
establ i shed in Barcel ona. Consequently, the liability regime foreseen by
t he Catal an Foundations Act will apply.

In accordance to said Act, the maxi mal extent of liability for foundations
is the anbunt corresponding to the assets it manages. Thus, once said
assets are no |longer avail able, the foundation must be terninated.
Moreover, in principle, liability for the trustees and officers is

excl uded. Neverthel ess, such a responsibility will be given in case they
have behaved in bad faith or by negligence.
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For insurance plans, please refer to Part C of this Application Form

Proposed Extent of Policy-Making Authority

The Sponsoring Organisation for the .cat TLD, puntCAT, for and on behal f of the
Catal an linguistic and cultural community seeks del egati on of the follow ng
pol i cies:

- Establishment, Mintenance and Mdification of the TLD nam ng policies as
they reflect the identification of the community served by punt CAT.

- Nature of the Eligibility and Name Sel ection services to be perfornmed in
order to ensure Charter-conpliant procedures.

- Design and managenment of the Charter Conpliance Procedure.
- Design of the Charter Reconsideration Policy

- Establishement of a .CAT Code of Conduct.

- Establishnent of a Mediation Procedure.

- Accreditation, in conjunction with | CANN, of additional dispute resolution
providers for .cat-specific dispute resolution policies.

- Selection of the Registry Operator and other outsourcing service providers.

- Pricing for its services to the registrars (registrati on+ENS; renewal s;
transfers; Redenption Grace Period; Defensive Registrations; etc.)

- Additional requirenents to | CANN-accredited registrars to be included in the
Regi stry-Regi strar Agreement, but only on those areas where specific provisions
are absolutely needed, such as incorporating the Charter policies and
procedures into the Registration Agreement, to provide those specific
provisions in the Agreenent in Catalan (w thout prejudice of doing so in other

| anguages; punt CAT woul d provi de the Catal an versions of the required docunments
to the registrars).

- Establishment and update of a list of Reserved domain names (as it is now
conmon practice, one and two letters strings, names of Internet related
services and protocols both in English and in Catal an; and synilar categories;
we will consult GAC the conveni ence of reserving the nane of countries at the
second | evel).

- Establishment and update of a list of Community-assigned domai n names (please
refer below to "Add New Value to the Internet Nanme Space" for exanples of this
concept) .

- Finaly, puntCAT understands the conveni ence of a common Who is policy but it
woul d I'i ke requesting sone special provisions for .cat TLDs. On one hand, the
addition of some fields |ike one formdeclaration of intent of use. On the

ot her hand, puntCAT is greatly concerned about the conveni ence and even the
legality of some current policies such bulk Wois |icense, mandatory
publication of certain types of personal data and indiscrim nated access

t hrough Port 43. punt CAt does explicitly request a delegation of policy in this
area, provided that special provision for this TLD could be negotiated with

| CANN
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Even if delegation for those areas is requested, puntCAT comits to notify any
such substantive nodification in advance to I CANN s policy structures (such as
the GNSO and request their conments and eval uations. For all those areas where
del egation will not occur in full form puntCAT will striclty abide to | CANN
pol i ci es and procedures.

Policy-Making Process

punt CAT ains at involving the Community when devel oping the policies it wll
apply to the .cat TLD. Thus, it shall create a policy-naking procedure that
bal ances the participation of the nenbers of the Comunity with the
consultation to the experts that nmay offer optimal policies for the managenent
of this TLD.

At this respect, puntCAT will appoint a Policy Oficer, who will be in charge
of assisting and drafting all relevant initial and further nodified policies.

Mor eover, an Advisory Council on this topic will be appointed. Such a counci
wi Il be conmposed by experts, not necessarily fromthe .cat Comrunity, bel onging
to the Internet industry and it will advise puntCAT in the adoption of new

policies or the amendnent of the existing ones.

Thus, the adoption of a new policy as well as the anmendment of an existing one
will necessarily follow the procedure that is further described. First of all
the Policy Ofer will draft a Statenent of Issues related to a given policy at
its own initiative, at the initiative of the CEO or at the initiative of any of
the | egal organs of punt CAT.

Once such a docunent is drafted, it will be sinultaneously filed before the
Executive Committee, the Assenmbly of Trustees and the Advisory Council. In
addition, the document will also be posted in the Public Forums web site (and

di stributed through the mailing list, RSS feed etc), in order to allow the
menbers of the Comunity to file all the documents they may have within a
t hr ee- weeks peri od.

Once such a period has expired, the staff will prepare a report containing a
summary of the conments received fromthe nmenbers of the Conmunity and it will
conmuni cate it to the Executive Conmmittee and the Advi sory Council
Additionally, said report shall be posted at the Public Forumis web site (and
to the other communicati on neans), so any menber of the Community nay access
it.

After reviewing the Statement of |ssues and the Public Comments Report, the

Advi sory Council will issue a Policy Recormendation that will be notified to
| CANN's GNSO, Policy Devel opment officer, and to punt CAT' S Executive Conmittee.
Mor eover, the Policy Recommendation will be posted at the Public Forumis web

site, allowing the nembers of the Community to file comrents during a new

t hree-weeks period. As soon as this period has expired, the staff wll

el aborate a new report on the coments sent by the nenbers of the Comunity and
it will communicate it to the Executive Comittee.

If I CANN raises no objection, the Executive Conmttee will adopt the Policy
Recomendati on by majority-vote, being i mediately posted as a new applicable
policy. This policy will be revised by the Assenbly of Trustees in case three
menbers of the Executive Committee, 25 % of the menbers of the Assenbly or 50
.cat domain nanmes registrants request so. In this case, the policy shall be
adopted in case it is approved by a majority of votes of the nenmbers of the
assenbly fromat |east four of the five categories included wthin.
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In case | CANN obj ects the adoption of the new policy, the corresponding
standard procedures shall be applied in order to solve the issue.

A. Add new value to the Internet name space

It is a fact that any addition of a new TLD to the DNS enhances diversity. In
the case of the .cat TLD proposal the main value it provides is precisely
diversity regarding the type of community; diversity regarding the services
provi ded; diversity regarding the eligibility mechanisns. On the contrary,

punt CAT submits that the use of the majority of the foreseen registrations wll
be the traditional one: a plain Internet identifier. We do not propose to map
conplete directories of services, or map applications to the DNS. Thus, in this
other regard it is nore traditional. A TLD as we know t hem

Diversity

Let’s make an anal ogy with biology. The recurring tendency is to decrease

bi odi versity. Each year many species, both vegetal and ani mal, disappear. This
initself is a loss. Each one brings sone biol ogical experience that adds val ue
to life and evolution. Humanity is increasingly aware of the risks of such a
process and is slowy starting to take neasures to reverse the cycle.

Therefore, biodiversity is perceived as a value in itself.

It is also a fact that |anguages are experiencing a sinmlar trend. The

gl obal i zati on of all aspects of our lives and the increasing strength of

domi nant | anguages is putting strong pressure on the rest of them The

conmuni cative spaces in nost |anguages is shrinking under this pressure. On the
Internet, the pressure of the domi nant | anguage is even bigger. Pronotion of
use of other languages to a level that will them viable communication tools is
not only a concern for small or nearly di sappearing | anguages but also to sone
of the strongest |ike Spanish or French. In this context, the .cat TLD proposa
is a hunble contribution in the direction of giving dignity of use and equa
chances to |l ess favored | anguages. It is certainly not a solution and it is
certainly a desperate situation either. It would be an encouraging sign sent to
all sort of comunities around the world that cultural diversity has its space
on the Internet.

As we show in different parts of this application formand will be able to
provide nore details during the evaluation process, this is a proposal arising
froma conmuni cati on space sharing a culture and a | anguage which strongly
supports it. Bear in mind that puntCAT is just a vehicle for this application
process. Even so, we have already 67 menbers and dozens of others going through
t he menbership process. It is not an existing association that brings its
menbers here. Many of our nenbers have on their own hundreds, if not thousands,
of members, but this a special purposed initiatives for this very process. They
have devoted the tinme, the energy and the nmoney (which, by the way, seens to be
an artificial filter to cut off lots of well-thought proposals) and will keep
doi ng so. The Community, the one that puntCAT represents, is excited about

pi oneering a new type of sponsored TLD: diversity in the cultural and

I i ngui stic space.

The choice of .cat as the character string for the TLD has been overwhem ngly
supported by the Community. CAT is in fact the abbreviation they all use for
di fferent purposes. Anong the three funding menbers of the association, the
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Cat al an Chapter of Internet Society is known as | SOC-CAT. The Catal an Studies
Institute is | ECAT and so on: the Catal an Terni nol ogy Consortiumis known as
TERMCAT, if soneone |aunches an econonic information site it is MERCAT, etc.

The second and third strings provided by this application formfall well behind
in our Community’'s preferences.

Apart fromthe above-nentioned val ues, .cat TLD proposes an experinent with

i nternationalized domain names. Catal an | anguage has only 11 non- ASCI
characters and those would be offered for registration. The innovation woul d
consist in that each registrant of an IDN string would al so get the cl osest
equi val ent ASCI| string. For instance, puntCAT will provide the conplete
equi val ence table during the evaluation period. The reason for doing this is
that it is not conpletely clear yet that IDNs resolve universally, as it stil
depends on the inplenentation and the browser. It is only for the web, but not
for e-mail or other Internet-related services. PUN CODE relies on UN CODE but
UNI CODE is much | ess stable than what | ETF and | CANN seemto think. Future

m grations to other encodi ngs or even conpl ete abandon of the current path can
still happen. This is why punt CAT proposes so-called “Reversible | DN

Regi strations” (indeed if the ASCI| equivalent is not available, no IDN could
be regi stered and both strings would follow the same registry life).

Anot her service our Comrunity has proposed and punt CAT will experinent is
Conmuni ty. Assi gned Domai n Nanes, i.e. names used as a shared resource for

cul tural purposes. Let’'s give a couple of exanples: first, some universities
and publishing conpanies are offering to sponsor the foll ow ng experinment: the
nanes of the major Catalan literary works will be used for publishing there the
integral work (if it is already in the public domain). Another exanple fromthe
cultural side this time comes from gastronony...an integral part of Catal an
culture J punt CAT will launch a series of “wi ki-wi ki receipts” where all .cat
TLD registrants will be able to contribute their own variances of typica
Catal an dishes. Athird service that at this time has not been approved by our
Conmunity is the “Dictionary DNS", this is reserving all the common words in
Cat al an | anguage and buil ding specific sites with definitions, exanples of
literary works, ethinmology and so on. But, as we said, this does not seemthe
direction our Community will follow.

punt CAT being a non-for-profit entity whose sol e purpose is nanaging a TLD for
the Catalan linguistic and cultural comrunity cannot generate profits or use
financial surpluses in unrelated goals. Therefore, any such financia
availability would be devoted to promotion of its core goal: pronoting the
Cat al an commmuni cati on space on the Internet. Projects that woul d obtain support
in that event would be, for instance, devel opnment of open source,
cross-platform dictionaries and | anguage correction tools or autonated
transl ati on services.

B. Protect the rights of others

Protecting the Rights of O hers

Abusive registrations within sTLDs are far less likely than within gTLDs.
For one thing, the very nature of a sTLDis to establish criteria as to who
can register a domain and who cannot. The very existence of such “border
controls”, so to speak, make abusive registrations |less attractive, as the
specul ative value of the domain is dimnished by those controls, and
because the much lower ability to confuse anyone in a comunity-specific
domain. To put this in context, the conflicts with third parties within
the three current sTLDs has been non-existent, to our know edge. |In any
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case, no single Decision under their respective Charter Dispute Resolution
Policy (or Eligibility DRP at that) seens to have been issued. |ndeed,
Nane val ue as well as the specific focusing to a given community dim nishes
the attractiveness of abusive registrations of sTLDs.

Even so, we propose a wide array of effective safeguards in order to
protect third-party rights. They are based on the follow ng policies and
practices:

- Eligibility-Conpliant Registration Procedure

- Charter Conpliance Policy (See bel ow, C)

- Charter Eligibility Dispute Resolution Policy
- Uniform Di spute Resol ution Policy (UDRP)

- Conpliance Reconsideration Policy

- Medi ation procedure

(See bel ow under D for the last four nmechani sns)

In addition to the above-nentioned standi ng procedures, two specific
mechani sns for the initial Start-up period would be provided:

- Special provisions for Start-up Period
- Defensive Registrations procedure

Eligibility-Conpliant Registration Procedure

This Procedure is designed to ensure that non-conpliant applicants
(non-nenbers of the relevant Conmunity) cannot regi ster domain nanes with
this TLD. In order to achieve such a goal, puntCAT will check each
application in order to ensure the fulfillment of a series of criteria,
both with automated and manual processes. Only when the relevant criteria
are net, the Sponsor will activate the domain name in order for it to be
operative. This is what in the context of this application is referred to
as Eligibility and Name Sel ection services (ENS).

The Registration Procedure will require two nmain el ements (besides, indeed,
t he canonical registration data, regarding name, different contacts,
naneservers, etc.).

Decl aration and Intent of Use

On one hand, the Registration Agreement will contain a declaration form
where the Applicant shall expressly declare its identity and belonging to
the Community as well as a statenent on how the domain name will be used.
As expl ained below, failure to provide true information by the Applicant
wi |l be considered as a cause of cancellation of the domain name, as it
could be a use diverse fromthe one decl ared.

Such declarations will be stored and publicly avail able. Donain nane

hol ders will be able to update/nodify them

Identification as menber of the Comunity

On the other hand, the Sponsor shall verify the identity of the applicant
and the conpliance of the eligibility requirements prior to the activation
of the domain name by three different neans:

1. Requesting the correspondi ng docunentation

For certain categories of users, well-established lists do exist (be that
prof essional or public registries; professional guilds or nmenbership of
certain associations or Federations). The categories puntCAT has al ready
identified include:




ICANN | .cat New sTLD RFP Application Page 17 of 22

- Universities or other academic entities that pronote the Catal an | anguage
and/ or culture. For instance, by neans of specific departnents, Chairs,
Degrees, or courses.

- Publishing conpanies that publish works in the Catal an | anguage or
relating to the Catal an culture.

- Medi a/ communi cation entities that use the Catal an | anguage.

- Public or private entities whose aimis pronoting the Catal an cul ture.

A list of required docurmentation for each of the above-nentioned categories
(and others which are currently being el aborated within the Associaci 6

punt CAT) will be prepared and posted. Exanples would be being a nmenber of

t he Catal an Publishing Association or a nenber of the Guild of Witers in
Cat al an | anguage (the Catal an section of the PEN Club, for exanple), or the
Associ ation of Catalan Cultural Centers in any of the different regions
where they exist. The space allocated in this application formis not
enough to provide all the possible exanples. As pointed out, previously
punt CAT wi |l individually check each application before activating the
request ed domai n namne.

Pl ease note that belonging to the above-nmentioned categories is not enough

at this stage. The prospective registrant will need to identify effective
inclusion in one of those lists used by the Sponsor for ENS purposes. In
case it is not, the applicant will need to go to use any of the other two

mechani snms descri bed bel ow

It should also be noted that in fact nany of these lists/registries are
mai nt ai ned by entities which are already nenbers of the Associaci 6 punt CAT
(and many others will come shortly on board), so obtaining them and
performng the rel evant checks will not be a big challenge for the Sponsor

2. Proof of actual use of Catal an | anguage in online comunications.

Entities or professionals who already use the Catal an | anguage to

conmuni cate with their users and custoners will be able to point to those
exi sting services as a proof of their eligibility. As of now, running web
pages or a mailing |list would be accepted, but not show ng sinple mail
exchanges.

3. Proof by Reference

But there is still a long part of the community who does not fit within the
previous criteria, but who clearly would qualify as a menber of the Catal an
linguistic and cultural conmunity. Take any of the individuals representing
the current 67 menbers of Associaci 6 punt CAT, for instance. W belong to
that Community, and we want to use the proposed TLD as (one of) our
Internet identifiers. “Community” is precisely the operative word here, and
the third criteria is precisely proof of belonging to a Community by
reference of other menbers of that social network, of that Community.

In those cases, besides the always-required Declaration and Intent of Use
referred to above, the applicant would need to provide a number of
references of actual nenbers of the Community (and already .cat registrants
t henmsel ves). The reference will come in formof email address. Qur ENS
systemw || generate an automatic enmail requesting confirmation, and the
domai n woul d not be activated until such tine the confirmation arrives.

In case of the reference being one entity in the category listed at #1.
above, one single mail would suffice. In this case, for instance, a
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Uni versity using Catalan as one of its teaching courses could, if so they
wi sh, reference (sponsor) its professors and researchers. O a newspaper,
its subscribers.

In case the applicant cannot get introduced to the rest of the Comunity
(namely, to the Sponsoring Organization, puntCAT) by those nenbers of the
categories at #1. above, (those on established lists and registries) then
three names (and mail addresses) of three different current registrants
woul d be required.

We have di scussed and designed with CORE, our Registry Operator, a system
for handling this procedure. |Indeed, references and nmail addresses woul d be
kept by the Sponsor, but not made public under any circunstance other than
chal | enges under the CEDRP discussed bel ow, and only to the panelist.

The current nmenbers of the Association, as well as those who will join in
the near future, are cormitted to cooperate with such a procedure. This is
what social networking, and communities are about, and there is no-best
proof of belonging to one than precisely being identified by other nmenbers.

Ooviously, all registration procedures will be based on "first come, first
served" criteria, provided that the eligibility requirements are net
(checking sufficient right, instead of establishing better right). W wll
only provide for a limted-time prior right of entry to certain categories
during the initial launch of the TLD.

C. Assurance of charter-compliant registrations and avoidance of abusive
registration practices

Charter Conpliance

Guaranteeing that the .cat nanmes are only registered by nenbers of the
Conmunity is one of the main concerns of punt CAT, and one of the main
duties of a Sponsoring Organization. Thus, a Charter Conpliance Policy
shal |l be adopted in order to grant that all the registrants of domai n nanmes
do fulfill the requirenents set out by the Charter

In accordance to this Policy, puntCAT will verify whether the declaration
made by the registrant when registering the domain name at issue contains
i naccurate or false informati on about the registrant's identity or
he/she/it does not actually fulfill the requirenments set out by the
Charter. In case punt CAT does find out that the registrant does not conply
with Charter, it shall not register the domain name and, if it is already
regi stered, it shall be cancelled.

Moreover, in accordance with this policy, puntCAT will verify the
conformity of the use given to the domain name by its registrant vis-a-vis
the Intent of Use declared at the nmoment of the registration (or nodified
thereafter). Should said use be different to the one publicly stated, the
domain name will be put on registry hold (no resolution).

In order to verify the information provided by the registrant when applying
for the domai n nane, puntCAT shall be entitled to request suppl enentary
information fromthe registrant.

Said verifications will be made daily and on a random basi s by punt CAT or
as a consequence of the filing of a conplaint by a nenmber of the Conmunity.
The conplaint formw Il be available on the registry site, and the
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procedure will be at no cost to the conplai nant.

punt CAT provides this service at its own cost as it is clearly critical for
the rest of the Internet users that no sTLD becones a de facto, disguised,
open and generic TLD.

In order to finance both this service and the initial registration checks,
the .cat registrants will pay an initial registration fee plus an ENS fee
(in our current proposal, twice as nmuch as the price of registration) when
first registering the domain. On successive years, the renewal fee would
not be acconpani ed of that ENS fee.

Apart fromthe above-described standi ng procedures, we will provide two
further specific set of provisions related to the TLD | aunchi ng peri od.
Speci al provisions for the Start-up period

punt CAT will inplenent a Start-up Period to allow certain nenbers of the
Conmunity to register domain names corresponding to their registered
trademar ks, commrercial nanes, entity names or well-established names before
t he general |aunching of the .cat TLD

Such a Start up Period shall be divided in two phases. During a first phase
(three nonths), the registration of domain names will be available for

t hose nembers of the Community included in pre-existing avail able
registries that are professionally linked to the pronotion of the Catal an
culture or |anguage. These entities are the sane as in group #1. above
(Universities and academ ¢ institutions, publishing conpanies and witers,
medi a; as well as public or private entities whose main aimis pronoting

t he Catal an | anguage and/or culture).

Once the first phase is over, a second one will be open (two nmonths) to al
cat egories but individuals (where the |ikelihood of conflicts is
statistically nmuch higher). In both phases, the Registry will verify the
identity of the applicant and the evidences filed in order to prove its
bel onging to the Community.

Fromthat point on, the registration will be open to all qualifying

regi strants. punt CAT woul d reserve the right to delay the opening for one
further month in case the (very unlikely) accumulation of conflicts
(complaints) arising fromthe registrations required sonme extra tinme to be
sorted out.

Def ensi ve Regi strations

This procedure has been offered by other TLDs in their initial phase. It is
designed to provide for specific protection to registered-trademark

hol ders. punt CAT does not believe that such a mechanismis required for a
sTLD, as the main protection against trademark dilution steans precisely
fromthe strict character of the eligibility criteria, and, in addition,
fromthe Conpliance Procedure, which will allow easy and fast challenges to
non-conpliant registrations at no cost.

Nevert hel ess, puntCAT will inplement a special Defensive Registrations

wi ndow to all ow regi stered trademark hol ders who do not conply with the
eligibility criteria and do not belong to the Sponsored Comunity to submt
a request to block the domain names consisting on its trademark (litera
and exact content). Registered trademark hol ders shall provide with
docunent al evi dence of such registration in any jurisdiction and pay the
correspondi ng fee (which is indeed higher than the regul ar registration
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fee). Such a Defensive Registration (excluding a matching registration)
will be valid for one year (renewable).

Furthermore, if later on the titleholder of a defensive registration
beconmes eligible under the .cat Charter, and wants to register the domain,
it could be activated by applying through one of the registration
procedures described above.

As stated above, in addition to the registration procedures, puntCAT wil|
devel op and apply several policies in order to grant the protection of
third-parties' rights. Said policies are described in detail in Part D
(Charter Eligibility D spute Resolution Policy, UDRP, Conpliance

Reconsi deration Policy and the Mediati on Procedure).

D. Assurance of adequate dispute-resolution mechanisms

punt CAT does foresee the adoption of four policies focused on the

resol ution of any dispute that nay arise fromthe registration and

owner ship of the domain names. Said policies are the Charter Eligibility

Di spute Resol ution Policy, and UDRP, now standard across gTLDs and sTLDs,
plus a specific Conpliance Reconsideration Policy and a Medi ati on procedure.

1. Charter Eligibility D spute Resolution Policy

This policy is designed to allow any third party to challenge a
registration which is allegedly made in violation of the Eligibility
Charter. We want to underline that in fact the Registry assunmes itself the
burden of what is comonly deened to be the subject-matter of the CERDP

t hrough the Charter Conpliance Procedure described above. As already
stated, the Sponsor will not only run ex officio, random checks, but also
conmit to dealing with all third-party conplaints, and at no cost to the
chal | enger. Even so, for the seek of cross-sTLD coherence of the nanespace,
we will certainly adhere to the CEDRP

Mai n features of such Policy are

- Any third party will be entitled to file a conplaint based on this
policy before any of the accredited Di spute Resolution Provider, in
accordance to the rules that may be adopted regarding this policy, even if
she has previously filed a conplaint under the Sponsor’s own Charter
Conpl i ance Procedure.

- Any dommin nane registered in infringement of this policy shall be
cancel | ed upon deci sion of the panel appointed by policy's solutions

provi der.

We request from | CANN a specific nodification of the CEDRP for .cat in the
sense that when a chall enger prevails and the nane is cancel ed, the

chall enger will, in case of being eligible for such nane under the Charter
have 21 days to proceed though the registration process for the chall enged
nane. In case of not succeeding in conpleting the registration for any
reason, including lack of eligibility, then the name woul d be del eted and
made avail abl e.

2. Conmpliance Reconsideration Policy (CRP)

We propose to create the CRP as a nechani sm for appealing against a
deci si on issued by punt CAT pursuant to the Charter Conpliance Policy,
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descri bed above, ie, when the Sponsor would put a domain nane on hold or
delete it because of failure to conply with the conplete eligibility
requirenments

The main features of this proposed Policy will be:

- Any regi strant whose domai n name has been del eted or put on Registry-hold
by punt CAT through the Charter Conpliance Procedure (either follow ng a
third-party conplaint, or ex officio by the Sponsor) or whose registration
has been initially refused is entitled to challenge such decision before
any accredited Dispute Resol ution Provider

- If the panel finds that the registrant was in conpliance with the

Charter, an order will be issued to the sponsor so as to restore the
functionality of the domamin nane in question (The announcenent of a
Chal l enge will have the effect of keeping registrations provisionally on

hol d, even if they were rejected prima facie under ENS scrutiny by punt CAT).

3. Uniform Di spute Resolution Policy

Al registrants under .cat will abide to the UDRP as approved by | CANN
t hrough the usual provisions included in the Registrant Agreenent, and the
Regi st ry- Regi strar Agreenent.

Accredited registrars shall commit thenmselves to fulfill the
above-mentioned policies, as well as to expressly accept themby their
regi strant (by neans of including themin the corresponding registration
agreenents).

Both CEDRP and UDRP will be managed by those dispute resolution providers
accredited by ICANN. As for CRP, we propose the specific accreditation of
| QUA, Internet Quality Agency (http://ww. iqua.net). IQUA is an initiative
of some i ndependent regulatory authorities for broadcasting and el ectronic
conmuni cations, with the participation of many different actors from both
the public and private sector in order to pronote self-regulation as a
means of inproving the quality of Internet experience, both fromtechnica
service, service and content perspectives. They pronote quality seals,
codes of conduct and alternative di spute resolution. Even if their scope is
gl obal , some of their founding menbers are independent broadcasting
authorities fromdifferent areas of the Catalan linguistic domain (while
others are fromdifferent parts of Spain; and private nenbers cone froma
wi de spectrum of places and professional fields).

We have been working with IQUA in order to inplement such a CRP but also a
Code of Conduct for .cat domai n-name hol ders and, as stated below, a
Medi ati on procedure.

4. Medi ation

Finally, we will also propose a Mediation procedure, also managed by | QUA
related to the conflicts anpbng nenmbers of the Community regarding their
respecti ve expectations towards the registration of the same domai n nane.
We consider that many conflicts anong nmenbers of the Conmunity coul d be
solved if such a Mediation procedure was avail abl e. | ndeed, belonging to a
same community could be a key issue for solving said conflicts as a comon
set of rules of conduct would establish the basic criteria for finding a
solution for this type of conflicts.

E. Provision of ICANN-policy compliant WHOIS service
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PuntCat will provide a Wois service fully conpliant with | CANN polices and up
to the highest technical standards. For the details regarding the concrete
operation of the whois and the allocation of resources, please refer to Part E
of this application (Technical Proposal).

Desi gning a new Whois service is a difficult task today. The | CANN comunity is
currently in mdst of a though refornul ation process, involving the Wois
purpose and the applicable policies.

As already stated in this application (extent of policy del egation), puntCat
woul d |ike to submit several contributions to this debate. For instance, the
addi ti on of special-purpose fields covering the Intent of Use. More

i mportantly, puntCat expresses reservations about uncontrolled access to port
43 Whoi s, and bul k Wois licensing. puntCat is also concerned with regard to
publication of personal data of registrant beyond what is strictly necessary.
Puntcat will actively and constructively contribute to this debate and abi de by
| CANN policies or recomrendation within the linmt of applicable |aw
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