For Immediate Release

ICANN CEO Calls for Companies and Organizations Worldwide to
Prepare for the Introduction of New Internet Domains
Speaking in Beijing, Rod Beckstrom praises China for its role
in helping to build a strong Internet
Beijing, China…ICANN’s President and Chief Executive Officer said today that with just over a month
before the opening of the application period for new generic Top Level Domains (gTLDs), organizations
worldwide need to prepare for their introduction.
“Time is short,” said Rod Beckstrom. “If you have not done so, now is the time to get expert advice and
get your marketing people engaged to take advantage of new opportunities. If you need help there are
many companies around the world that offer this service.”
Beckstrom added that even those who do not plan to apply need to be vigilant. “If you do not choose to
apply, you should still pay attention to those who do, and use the protections built into the program to
safeguard your brand or community.”
ICANN’s CEO spoke at a Beijing event aimed at informing, educating and engaging China’s business
and Internet communities, as part of ICANN’s global gTLD communication program.
Beckstrom praised China’s role in helping to build a strong global Internet and for helping to make
Internationalized Domain Names (IDNs) a reality in China, for the benefit of its 1.3 billion people. IDNs
facilitate the use of non-Latin characters, like Chinese, in Internet domain names.
“For more than a decade, China has demonstrated great leadership in advancing the technology that
has made this type of innovation possible. You were among the first to experiment in IDNs and offer
Chinese Domain Name registrations,” Beckstrom told the audience.
Madame Hu, the President of the Internet Society of China (ISC) and honorary chairman of the steering
committee of the China Internet Network Information Center (CNNIC), said, “With 500 million Internet
users in China, the Internet has become a critical platform to raise brand awareness and improve longterm competitiveness for every enterprise and institution.
“This is the first time simplified and traditional Chinese characters will be used in generic top-level
domains,” said Madam Hu. “We are pleased to see such great momentum in the Chinese Internet
community, and hope the community and ICANN will use this conference as an opportunity to
communicate and promote the development of Chinese top-level domains.”
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About ICANN: ICANN’s mission is to ensure a stable, secure and unified global Internet. To reach another person on the Internet you have to
type an address into your computer - a name or a number. That address has to be unique so computers know where to find each other. ICANN
coordinates these unique identifiers across the world. Without that coordination we wouldn't have one global Internet. ICANN was formed in
1998. It is a not-for-profit public-benefit corporation with participants from all over the world dedicated to keeping the Internet secure, stable and
interoperable. It promotes competition and develops policy on the Internet’s unique identifiers. ICANN doesn’t control content on the Internet. It
cannot stop spam and it doesn’t deal with access to the Internet. But through its coordination role of the Internet’s naming system, it does have
an important impact on the expansion and evolution of the Internet. For more information please visit: www.icann.org.
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