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Annex to Complainant’s Supplemental Brief 

 

Interview by ICANN, of GAC Chair Heather Dryden, May 10, 2013.  Entire interview found on 

ICANN’s YouTube channel at:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I9hZCGnRh0I 

 

Excerpt of first 90 seconds transcribed by Complainant’s counsel: 

[Interviewer] Heather Dryden, chair of the Governmental Advisory Committee, thank you first 

of all for answering our questions. 

[Dryden] Thank you, it’s good to have this opportunity I think to talk a bit about the GAC and a 

bit about the communique. 

[Interviewer] Heather, let’s jump right into it. Since the Beijing and even during the Beijing 

meeting there was a lot said about the GAC communique and the GAC meeting there in Beijing. 

Why so much coming up in the community about both the communique and the meeting? 

[Dryden] I think in part and in hindsight it’s a result of us having those discussions in a closed 

format and in doing this it meant that the community didn’t have the benefit of seeing the 

exchanges among colleagues in the GAC which were really substantive and interesting, so now 

that were seeing these questions arise were having to deal with them after the fact.  

[Interviewer] So what I’m hearing you say is had these meeting been more open these questions 

would have been answered at the time? 



[Dryden] I think they would have or at least better answered. The discussions that we had in the 

GAC around this were very interesting, they were substantial and so it’s unfortunate that the 

community was not able to see that at work.  

[Interviewer] You’re the chair of the GAC, why weren’t the meetings open? 

[Dryden] I think because of the sensitive nature of some of the discussions that some GAC 

members felt it would have been a bit too difficult to accomplish our work and so we had made 

the decision to close those meetings.  

[Interviewer] Moving forward, will the GAC meetings be more open? 

[Dryden]  Yes. 
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