
Fadi Chehadé is the President and Chief Executive Officer of the Internet Corporation for Assigned 
Names and Numbers, a not-for-profit, public benefit corporation with participants from all over the 
world dedicated to keeping the Internet secure, stable and interoperable. 
He joined ICANN in late 2012, building a strong executive leadership team that transformed ICANN 
from a Los Angeles-based organization to one with a global presence with staff in 25 countries and 
services offered in seven languages.

In 2014, he presided over the most significant milestone in ICANN’s history: the United States 
government’s announcement that it would transfer stewardship of the IANA functions to the global 
Internet community. This step forward is the realization of a longtime goal for the United States 
and a recognition of ICANN’s maturity as a global organization.

That same year, the first registries from the most recent round of new gTLDs came online, com-
mencing the largest-ever expansion of the Domain Name System.

A key proponent for the recognition of multistakeholderism as a key mechanism for advancing 
global Internet policymaking and governance, he was a founding co-chair of the landmark NetMun-
dial Global Multistakeholder Meeting on the Future of Internet Governance in April 2014, bringing 
together diverse stakeholders to create a shared set of principles for the evolution of Internet 
governance and cooperation. The following year, he advanced ICANN’s involvement as a founding 
member of the new NETmundial Initiative, a multistakeholder initiative to energize bottom-up, 
collaborative solutions in a distributed Internet governance ecosystem.

Chehadé is a citizen of Egypt, Lebanon, and the United States. He was born in Beirut, Lebanon, to 
Egyptian parents and left the then war-torn country in 1980 at the age of 18. He speaks fluent Ara-
bic, English, French, and Italian.

Before joining ICANN as its President and CEO in late 2012, he served as Chief Executive Officer of 
Vocado LLC, a U.S. firm that is a provider of cloud-based software for the administration of educa-
tional institutions.

Prior to Vocado, Chehadé was CEO of CoreObjects Software, Inc., a leader in new product software 
development services for both large and growing companies. He oversaw the expansion of the com-
pany to include more than 400 engineers and its successful acquisition by Symphony Services.
Prior to his role at CoreObjects, Chehadé served as the General Manager of IBM’s Global Technology 
Services in the Middle East and North Africa. Based in Dubai, he led a team across an emerging re-
gion experiencing high growth. He also built and managed a new global business for IBM, providing 
managed services to large clients in telecommunications, aerospace and retail to improve the accu-
racy, depth and timeliness of business information visibility across demand and supply chains.
Chehadé founded and has led three companies since 1987:

• Viacore, launched in 1999, was the world’s leading B2B process integration hub offering a complete 
solution of specialized software and services for global 500 companies. In 2006 he led Vicaore’s successful 
acquisition by IBM. 

• RosettaNet, a non-profit multi-stakeholder company founded in 1997. Chehadé rallied all the leading 
ICT companies in the world including IBM, HP, Microsoft, SAP, Nokia and Oracle to collaborate on B2B 
standards. RosettaNet became the high-technology industry’s leading eBusiness standards consortium. 
RosettaNet adopted a multi-stakeholder approach to define and standardize a complete inter-company 
process language, enabling the ICT sector to use the Internet for real-time process synchronization be-
tween thousands of trading partners. 

• Nett Information Products, launched in 1987 to create and develop an Internet-based content manage-
ment and sharing solution, successfully weaving hundreds of ICT suppliers and thousands of their resellers 
into a powerful collaborative business web of applications and content. Ingram Micro the world’s largest 
ICT distributor acquired Nett, where Chehadé became vice president of its Customer Information Services 
Group.

Chehadé is a graduate of Stanford University, where he earned a master’s degree in Engineering Management. 
He earlier earned a bachelor’s degree in computer science from Polytechnic University in New York, where he 
graduated Summa Cum Laude.

Fadi Chehadé is also the founder of Nilorado, a youth organization raising funds to support schools for hand-
icapped children in Upper Egypt, also delivering bicycles to boys and girls from needy families in that region 
who otherwise cannot reach their schools.

Chehadé lives in Los Angeles with his wife of 25 years. They are the parents of two adult sons.
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Dr. Crocker is CEO and co-founder of Shinkuro, Inc., a start-up company focused on dynamic shar-
ing of information across the Internet and on the deployment of improved security protocols on the 
Internet. 

Dr. Crocker has been involved in the Internet since its inception. In the late 1960s and early 1970s, 
while he was a graduate student at UCLA, he was part of the team that developed the protocols for 
the Arpanet and laid the foundation for today’s Internet. He organized the Network Working Group, 
which was the forerunner of the modern Internet Engineering Task Force and initiated the Request 
for Comment (RFC) series of notes through which protocol designs are documented and shared. For 
this work, Dr. Crocker was awarded the 2002 IEEE Internet Award. Dr. Crocker also holds an honor-
ary doctorate in mathematics from the University of San Martin de Porres in Lima, Perú. 

Dr. Crocker’s experience includes research management at DARPA, USC/ISI and The Aerospace 
Corporation, vice president of Trusted Information Systems, and co-founder of CyberCash, Inc. and 
Longitude Systems, Inc. His prior public service includes serving as the first area director for secu-
rity in the the Internet Engineering Task Force (IETF), the Internet Architecture Board (IAB), the IETF 
Administrative Support Activity Oversight Committee (IAOC), service on the Board of the Internet 
Society and the Board of The Studio Theatre in Washington, DC. 

Dr. Crocker earned his B.A. in mathematics and Ph.D. in computer science at UCLA, and he studied 
artificial intelligence at MIT. 

Steve Crocker was selected by the 2008 Nominating Committee to serve as a Board Member. He had 
been Chair of ICANN’s Security and Stability Advisory Committee (SSAC) from its inception in 2002 
until December 2010, and he served as SSAC’s non-voting Liaison to the ICANN Board until being 
selected by the Nominating Committee. His first term ran from the end of the 2008 annual general 
meeting through the conclusion of the 2011 annual general meeting. He was selected by the Nomi-
nating Committee to serve a second term, starting in October 2011 and running through the Annual 
General meeting in 2014. 

Dr. Crocker, who was elected to be Chair of the ICANN Board in June 2011, is currently serving his 
third term, which will conclude at the 2017 Annual General Meeting (AGM).
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As the first President of ICANN’s Global Domains Division, Akram Atallah oversees management of 
generic domain operations, domain name industry engagement and web services. His appointment 
in June 2013 acknowledged the rising importance of the organization’s New gTLD Program that is 
increasing the Internet’s top-level domain name space from 22 top-level domains like .COM and 

.ORG to potentially thousands more. He is charged with delivering operational excellence while 
increasing scale and responsibility.

A catalyst for driving positive change and growth in technology organizations, Akram first joined 
ICANN in September 2010 as Chief Operating Officer. In that role, he oversaw operations and strate-
gic planning as ICANN evolved and grew from an entrepreneurial-type start-up to an international 
and professional organization. 

His diversified technology experience runs the gamut from engineering to process and perfor-
mance improvement to product development and marketing. Before joining ICANN, he successfully 
restructured CoreObjects Software, an engineering services start-up, as its Chief Operating Officer. 
Prior to that, he held positions of progressive responsibility at Conexant Systems, culminating 
in his role as Senior Vice President and General Manager of its Broadband Access Business Unit. 
Among his accomplishments at Conexant were improved profit margins, the restructuring of the 
marketing and engineering functions and restoration of market leadership position. 

Akram has an MBA, a master’s in electrical engineering and bachelor’s degree in electrical engi-
neering and computer science from the University of Colorado at Denver. He is trilingual in English, 
Arabic, and French.
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Kuek Yu-Chuang is the Vice President and Managing Director for ICANN’s Asia Pacific hub. He is con-
currently part of ICANN’s global stakeholder engagement team for the Asia Region. In these roles, 
Kuek oversees ICANN’s expansion and operations in the region. 

Before joining ICANN in August 2013, Kuek served as a Senior Director for Yahoo! Inc., where he led 
the company’s public policy efforts in the Asia Pacific and Latin American regions. 

Kuek also has extensive government experience having held roles as diplomat, trade negotiator and 
policy-maker. Prior to joining Yahoo!, Kuek engaged in intellectual property policy development 
for Singapore’s Ministry of Law. In addition, Kuek worked for Singapore’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
serving on the China Desk and in Singapore’s Washington, D.C. Embassy. 

A Singapore native, Kuek studied International Politics at China’s Peking University where he ob-
tained a Bachelor of Arts. He later obtained a Master of Arts from Harvard University in the U.S.
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