


 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 

                                                           
1
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails/1392, DotMusic Limited 

Application ID 1-1115-14110 
2
 The IFPI represents the recording industry worldwide and is an entity mainly dedicated to the global Music 

Community, http://www.ifpi.org/about.php  
3
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/moore-to-crocker-18may15-en.pdf  

4
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/riaa-to-icann-05mar15-en.pdf  

5
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/bengloff-to-crocker-et-al-07mar15-en.pdf  

6
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/aguirre-to-icann-board-eiu-14apr15-en.pdf  



 

majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadattachment/142588?t:ac=1392  
9
 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10

 See http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/cpe/faqs-13aug14-en.pdf, Pg. 6 
11

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

 

6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 

                                                           
12

 http://music.us/board/  
13

 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr

ocess final%20(2).docx  
14

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadpicposting/1392?t:ac=1392  
15

 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/bm/briefing-materials-2-05feb14-en.pdf, Pg.3 
16

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  

Steven Corn

BFM Digital

CEO

scorn@bfmdigital.com,  Aug 8 '15 
 ip: 172.249.63.52



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 

                                                           
1
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails/1392, DotMusic Limited 

Application ID 1-1115-14110 
2
 The IFPI represents the recording industry worldwide and is an entity mainly dedicated to the global Music 

Community, http://www.ifpi.org/about.php  
3
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/moore-to-crocker-18may15-en.pdf  

4
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/riaa-to-icann-05mar15-en.pdf  

5
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/bengloff-to-crocker-et-al-07mar15-en.pdf  

6
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/aguirre-to-icann-board-eiu-14apr15-en.pdf  



 

majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadattachment/142588?t:ac=1392  
9
 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10

 See http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/cpe/faqs-13aug14-en.pdf, Pg. 6 
11

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

 

6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 

                                                           
12

 http://music.us/board/  
13

 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr

ocess final%20(2).docx  
14

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadpicposting/1392?t:ac=1392  
15

 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/bm/briefing-materials-2-05feb14-en.pdf, Pg.3 
16

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  Canadian Independent Music Association

President

Stuart Johnston

stuart@cimamusic.ca,  Aug 10 '15 
 ip: 184.148.71.151



 
 
 
         August 11, 2015 
 
 
Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 
Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 
Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 
Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 
Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 
Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  
Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 
John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 
Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 
 
 
Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 
 
Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 
 
Our music organization, Future of Music Coalition (“FMC”),2 is a non-for profit 
organization mainly dedicated to the music community with fifteen years of documented 
activities and events.3 FMC supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 
.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model 
with Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global 
Music Community. 

FMC’s Mission is “supporting a musical ecosystem where artists flourish and are 
compensated fairly and transparently for their work. FMC works with musicians, 
composers and industry stakeholders to identify solutions to shared challenges. We 
promote strategies, policies, technologies and educational initiatives that always put 
artists first while recognizing the role music fans play in shaping the future. FMC works 
to ensure that diversity, equality and creativity drives artist engagement with the global 
music community, and that these values are reflected in laws, licenses, and policies 
that govern any industry that uses music as raw material for its business.”4 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the 
public interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of 
                                                
1 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails/1392, DotMusic Limited 
Application ID 1-1115-14110 
2 http://futureofmusic.org and  
3 http://futureofmusic.org/issues/campaigns and http://futureofmusic.org/events  
4 http://futureofmusic.org/mission  



the Phonographic Industry,5 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly 
committed to, and will be bound to, implement meaningful and robust safeguards to 
protect against online infringement.”6 Our organization also supports the positions 
expressed in the letter7 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) by Victoria Sheckler from the 
RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition representing “over 80% of the 
world’s music,” and the letter8 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by Rich Bengloff from 
the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition representing 
a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] “community” 
application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 
have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted 
thoughtfully, diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with 
consumer safety in mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate 
changes to address [concerns].” We also support the positions in the letter9 sent to 
ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from the NMPA and on behalf of a music 
publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a majority of the global music 
publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the [DotMusic] .MUSIC 
community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves the global 
music community and the public interest.” 
 
Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based 
application because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and 
mission that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a 
trusted identifier and safe haven for music consumption, protecting 
musicians’ rights and intellectual property, fighting copyright 
infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation and music education, 
and following a multi-stakeholder approach of representation of all types 
of global music constituents without discrimination;10 
 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 
95% of music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities 
mainly dedicated to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, 
IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, WIN, NAMM and others;11 
 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or 
any relevant, substantiated opposition files against it.12 It is in the public 
interest that the Panel protects the legitimate interests of the global Music 

                                                
5 The IFPI represents the recording industry worldwide and is an entity mainly dedicated to the global 
Music Community, http://www.ifpi.org/about.php  
6 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/moore-to-crocker-18may15-en.pdf  
7 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/riaa-to-icann-05mar15-en.pdf  
8 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/bengloff-to-crocker-et-al-07mar15-en.pdf  
9 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/aguirre-to-icann-board-eiu-14apr15-en.pdf  
10 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-
result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
11 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-
result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadattachment/142588?t:ac=1392  
12 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any 
opposition of reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such 
concerns. 



Community by invalidating any last minute spurious letter of opposition 
and clearly understands the objectives of such letters intended to unfairly 
disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-intentioned community-based 
application supported by the majority of the Community;13 

 
4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the 
Community; 

 
5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to 

demonstrate Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-
based Purpose” and uphold its established Community definition of a 
“strictly delineated and organized community of individuals, organizations 
and business, a logical alliance of communities of similar nature that 
relate to music” that “encompasses global reaching commercial and non-
commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”14  
 

6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a 
diverse Policy Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-
commercial and amateur music-related constituent types;15 

 
7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community 
members with the requisite awareness of the Community defined without 
discrimination; only allowing legal music content and usage; no parking 
pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-piracy takedown policies; 
authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy provisions; true 
name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant validation 
via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 
priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 
Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing 
registrants to register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a 
Globally Protected Marks List to protect famous music brands; 

 
8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement 

measures, such as proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced 
enforcement and random compliance checks, with appropriate appeals 
mechanisms to fix compliance issues under its .MUSIC Policy & 
Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process (MPCIDRP), 
including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 
Forum (NAF);16 and 

 

                                                
13 See http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/cpe/faqs-13aug14-en.pdf, Pg. 6 
14 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-
result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 
15 http://music.us/board/  
16 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 
http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resol
ution Process final%20(2).docx  



9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 
Commitments17 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music 
Community and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the 
Community may have. 

 
Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical 
alliance of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and 
institutions that enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of 
music.18 As such, the string is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly 
delineated and organized community of individuals, organizations and business, a 
logical alliance of communities of similar nature that relate to music”19). Its Nexus 
matches the applied-for string because it represents the Community and allows all 
constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any conflict of interests, over-reaching 
or discrimination. 
 
DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, 
has provided music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a 
higher purpose to fulfill the Community’s needs and legitimate interests. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Casey Rae 
CEO 
Future of Music Coalition 
futureofmusic.org 
August 11, 2015 

                                                
17 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-
result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadpicposting/1392?t:ac=1392  
18 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/bm/briefing-materials-2-05feb14-en.pdf, Pg.3 
19 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-
result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 

                                                           
1
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails/1392, DotMusic Limited 

Application ID 1-1115-14110 
2
 The IFPI represents the recording industry worldwide and is an entity mainly dedicated to the global Music 

Community, http://www.ifpi.org/about.php  
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 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/riaa-to-icann-05mar15-en.pdf  

5
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/bengloff-to-crocker-et-al-07mar15-en.pdf  

6
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/aguirre-to-icann-board-eiu-14apr15-en.pdf  



 

majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadattachment/142588?t:ac=1392  
9
 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10

 See http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/cpe/faqs-13aug14-en.pdf, Pg. 6 
11

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

 

6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 

                                                           
12

 http://music.us/board/  
13

 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr

ocess final%20(2).docx  
14

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadpicposting/1392?t:ac=1392  
15

 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/bm/briefing-materials-2-05feb14-en.pdf, Pg.3 
16

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  

CEO

GigSalad.com

Mark Steiner

mark@gigsalad.com,  Aug 11 '15 
 ip: 173.23.247.189



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 

                                                           
1
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails/1392, DotMusic Limited 

Application ID 1-1115-14110 
2
 The IFPI represents the recording industry worldwide and is an entity mainly dedicated to the global Music 

Community, http://www.ifpi.org/about.php  
3
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/moore-to-crocker-18may15-en.pdf  

4
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/riaa-to-icann-05mar15-en.pdf  

5
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/bengloff-to-crocker-et-al-07mar15-en.pdf  

6
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/aguirre-to-icann-board-eiu-14apr15-en.pdf  



 

majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadattachment/142588?t:ac=1392  
9
 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10

 See http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/cpe/faqs-13aug14-en.pdf, Pg. 6 
11

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

 

6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 

                                                           
12

 http://music.us/board/  
13

 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr

ocess final%20(2).docx  
14

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadpicposting/1392?t:ac=1392  
15

 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/bm/briefing-materials-2-05feb14-en.pdf, Pg.3 
16

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  

President

Muse-eek.com

Bruce Arnold

bruce@muse-eek.com,  Aug 8 '15 
 ip: 72.226.76.28



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 

                                                           
1
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails/1392, DotMusic Limited 

Application ID 1-1115-14110 
2
 The IFPI represents the recording industry worldwide and is an entity mainly dedicated to the global Music 

Community, http://www.ifpi.org/about.php  
3
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4
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5
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majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadattachment/142588?t:ac=1392  
9
 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10

 See http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/cpe/faqs-13aug14-en.pdf, Pg. 6 
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6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 
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 http://music.us/board/  
13

 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr

ocess final%20(2).docx  
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result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadpicposting/1392?t:ac=1392  
15

 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/bm/briefing-materials-2-05feb14-en.pdf, Pg.3 
16

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  Music Business Registry

Ritch Esra

CEO

ritch@musicregistry.com,  Aug 8 '15 
 ip: 162.238.61.47



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 
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majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  
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result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

 

6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 

                                                           
12

 http://music.us/board/  
13

 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr

ocess final%20(2).docx  
14

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadpicposting/1392?t:ac=1392  
15

 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/bm/briefing-materials-2-05feb14-en.pdf, Pg.3 
16

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  Music Connection, INC.

Eric Bettelli

Publisher

ericb@musicconnection.com,  Aug 11 '15 
 ip: 216.31.132.182



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 

                                                           
1
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails/1392, DotMusic Limited 

Application ID 1-1115-14110 
2
 The IFPI represents the recording industry worldwide and is an entity mainly dedicated to the global Music 

Community, http://www.ifpi.org/about.php  
3
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/moore-to-crocker-18may15-en.pdf  

4
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/riaa-to-icann-05mar15-en.pdf  

5
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/bengloff-to-crocker-et-al-07mar15-en.pdf  

6
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/aguirre-to-icann-board-eiu-14apr15-en.pdf  



 

majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadattachment/142588?t:ac=1392  
9
 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10

 See http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/cpe/faqs-13aug14-en.pdf, Pg. 6 
11

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

 

6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 

                                                           
12

 http://music.us/board/  
13

 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr

ocess final%20(2).docx  
14

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadpicposting/1392?t:ac=1392  
15

 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/bm/briefing-materials-2-05feb14-en.pdf, Pg.3 
16

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  Norris-Whitney Communications Inc.

Jim Norris

President

jnorris@nor.com,  Aug 11 '15 
 ip: 72.38.151.238



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 

                                                           
1
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails/1392, DotMusic Limited 

Application ID 1-1115-14110 
2
 The IFPI represents the recording industry worldwide and is an entity mainly dedicated to the global Music 

Community, http://www.ifpi.org/about.php  
3
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/moore-to-crocker-18may15-en.pdf  

4
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/riaa-to-icann-05mar15-en.pdf  

5
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/bengloff-to-crocker-et-al-07mar15-en.pdf  

6
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/aguirre-to-icann-board-eiu-14apr15-en.pdf  



 

majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadattachment/142588?t:ac=1392  
9
 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10

 See http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/cpe/faqs-13aug14-en.pdf, Pg. 6 
11

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

 

6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 

                                                           
12

 http://music.us/board/  
13

 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr

ocess final%20(2).docx  
14

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadpicposting/1392?t:ac=1392  
15

 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/bm/briefing-materials-2-05feb14-en.pdf, Pg.3 
16

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  

Benji Rogers

PledgeMusic

President & Founder

benji@pledgemusic.com,  Aug 10 '15 
 ip: 108.30.36.226



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 

                                                           
1
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails/1392, DotMusic Limited 

Application ID 1-1115-14110 
2
 The IFPI represents the recording industry worldwide and is an entity mainly dedicated to the global Music 

Community, http://www.ifpi.org/about.php  
3
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/moore-to-crocker-18may15-en.pdf  

4
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/riaa-to-icann-05mar15-en.pdf  

5
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/bengloff-to-crocker-et-al-07mar15-en.pdf  

6
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/aguirre-to-icann-board-eiu-14apr15-en.pdf  



 

majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadattachment/142588?t:ac=1392  
9
 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10
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6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 
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 http://music.us/board/  
13

 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr

ocess final%20(2).docx  
14
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represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  Toronto Rave Community

Marketing Manager

Andrew Salmon

andrew@daily-beat.com,  Aug 11 '15 
 ip: 174.118.17.42



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 

                                                           
1
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails/1392, DotMusic Limited 

Application ID 1-1115-14110 
2
 The IFPI represents the recording industry worldwide and is an entity mainly dedicated to the global Music 

Community, http://www.ifpi.org/about.php  
3
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/moore-to-crocker-18may15-en.pdf  

4
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/riaa-to-icann-05mar15-en.pdf  

5
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/bengloff-to-crocker-et-al-07mar15-en.pdf  

6
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/aguirre-to-icann-board-eiu-14apr15-en.pdf  



 

majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadattachment/142588?t:ac=1392  
9
 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10

 See http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/cpe/faqs-13aug14-en.pdf, Pg. 6 
11

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

 

6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 

                                                           
12

 http://music.us/board/  
13

 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr

ocess final%20(2).docx  
14

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadpicposting/1392?t:ac=1392  
15

 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/bm/briefing-materials-2-05feb14-en.pdf, Pg.3 
16

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  

Jerry papousek

None

None

jerrypapousek@gmail.com,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 76.65.45.86



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 

                                                           
1
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails/1392, DotMusic Limited 

Application ID 1-1115-14110 
2
 The IFPI represents the recording industry worldwide and is an entity mainly dedicated to the global Music 

Community, http://www.ifpi.org/about.php  
3
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/moore-to-crocker-18may15-en.pdf  

4
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/riaa-to-icann-05mar15-en.pdf  

5
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/bengloff-to-crocker-et-al-07mar15-en.pdf  

6
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/aguirre-to-icann-board-eiu-14apr15-en.pdf  



 

majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadattachment/142588?t:ac=1392  
9
 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10

 See http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/cpe/faqs-13aug14-en.pdf, Pg. 6 
11

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

 

6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 

                                                           
12

 http://music.us/board/  
13

 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr

ocess final%20(2).docx  
14

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadpicposting/1392?t:ac=1392  
15

 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/bm/briefing-materials-2-05feb14-en.pdf, Pg.3 
16

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  

President

Vintage Sound Amps, Inc.

Ricky L Hayes

vintagesound@bellsouth.net,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 23.123.102.246



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 

                                                           
1
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails/1392, DotMusic Limited 

Application ID 1-1115-14110 
2
 The IFPI represents the recording industry worldwide and is an entity mainly dedicated to the global Music 

Community, http://www.ifpi.org/about.php  
3
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/moore-to-crocker-18may15-en.pdf  

4
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/riaa-to-icann-05mar15-en.pdf  

5
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/bengloff-to-crocker-et-al-07mar15-en.pdf  

6
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/aguirre-to-icann-board-eiu-14apr15-en.pdf  



 

majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadattachment/142588?t:ac=1392  
9
 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10

 See http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/cpe/faqs-13aug14-en.pdf, Pg. 6 
11
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6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 

                                                           
12

 http://music.us/board/  
13

 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr

ocess final%20(2).docx  
14

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadpicposting/1392?t:ac=1392  
15

 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/bm/briefing-materials-2-05feb14-en.pdf, Pg.3 
16

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  

owner

LE Groupe A1

Pierre Beaupre

pierre@legroupea1.com,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 24.230.252.221



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 
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Application ID 1-1115-14110 
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 The IFPI represents the recording industry worldwide and is an entity mainly dedicated to the global Music 
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majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-
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6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 
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represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  

Associate Professor of Music

UMass Lowell

Paula J. Telesco

ptels@mac.com,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 24.147.196.220



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 
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majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  
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6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 
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represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  Daredevil Entertainment International

Owner

Darrell Spilchuk

niagaramusic@netscape.net,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 199.167.153.172



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 

                                                           
1
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails/1392, DotMusic Limited 

Application ID 1-1115-14110 
2
 The IFPI represents the recording industry worldwide and is an entity mainly dedicated to the global Music 

Community, http://www.ifpi.org/about.php  
3
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/moore-to-crocker-18may15-en.pdf  

4
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/riaa-to-icann-05mar15-en.pdf  

5
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/bengloff-to-crocker-et-al-07mar15-en.pdf  

6
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/aguirre-to-icann-board-eiu-14apr15-en.pdf  



 

majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  
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6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 
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represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  

president

gary woodroffe

RegenesisRadio

info@regenesisradio.com,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 173.12.144.46



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 
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majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  
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reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10

 See http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/cpe/faqs-13aug14-en.pdf, Pg. 6 
11

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

 

6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 

                                                           
12

 http://music.us/board/  
13

 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr

ocess final%20(2).docx  
14

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadpicposting/1392?t:ac=1392  
15

 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/bm/briefing-materials-2-05feb14-en.pdf, Pg.3 
16

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  

John 'Beetle' Bailey

The Drive Shed - Recording Studios

Recording Engineer / Producer

info@johnbeetlebailey.com,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 172.86.244.244



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 

                                                           
1
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails/1392, DotMusic Limited 

Application ID 1-1115-14110 
2
 The IFPI represents the recording industry worldwide and is an entity mainly dedicated to the global Music 

Community, http://www.ifpi.org/about.php  
3
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/moore-to-crocker-18may15-en.pdf  

4
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/riaa-to-icann-05mar15-en.pdf  

5
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/bengloff-to-crocker-et-al-07mar15-en.pdf  

6
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/aguirre-to-icann-board-eiu-14apr15-en.pdf  



 

majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadattachment/142588?t:ac=1392  
9
 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10

 See http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/cpe/faqs-13aug14-en.pdf, Pg. 6 
11

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

 

6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 

                                                           
12

 http://music.us/board/  
13

 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr

ocess final%20(2).docx  
14

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadpicposting/1392?t:ac=1392  
15

 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/bm/briefing-materials-2-05feb14-en.pdf, Pg.3 
16

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  

Dan Wiseman

Avedis Zildjian Company

Director of Marketing

danw@zildjian.com,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 63.138.88.50



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 

                                                           
1
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails/1392, DotMusic Limited 

Application ID 1-1115-14110 
2
 The IFPI represents the recording industry worldwide and is an entity mainly dedicated to the global Music 

Community, http://www.ifpi.org/about.php  
3
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/moore-to-crocker-18may15-en.pdf  

4
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/riaa-to-icann-05mar15-en.pdf  

5
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/bengloff-to-crocker-et-al-07mar15-en.pdf  

6
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/aguirre-to-icann-board-eiu-14apr15-en.pdf  



 

majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadattachment/142588?t:ac=1392  
9
 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10

 See http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/cpe/faqs-13aug14-en.pdf, Pg. 6 
11

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

 

6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 

                                                           
12

 http://music.us/board/  
13

 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr

ocess final%20(2).docx  
14

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadpicposting/1392?t:ac=1392  
15

 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/bm/briefing-materials-2-05feb14-en.pdf, Pg.3 
16

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  

Gary Jones

Owner

Spiritus Mundi

garyjjones@mac.com,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 205.250.47.162



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 

                                                           
1
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails/1392, DotMusic Limited 

Application ID 1-1115-14110 
2
 The IFPI represents the recording industry worldwide and is an entity mainly dedicated to the global Music 

Community, http://www.ifpi.org/about.php  
3
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/moore-to-crocker-18may15-en.pdf  

4
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/riaa-to-icann-05mar15-en.pdf  

5
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/bengloff-to-crocker-et-al-07mar15-en.pdf  

6
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/aguirre-to-icann-board-eiu-14apr15-en.pdf  



 

majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadattachment/142588?t:ac=1392  
9
 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10

 See http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/cpe/faqs-13aug14-en.pdf, Pg. 6 
11
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6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 
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 http://music.us/board/  
13

 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr

ocess final%20(2).docx  
14
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represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  The fulfillment House

Howie Moore

CEO

hojamo@icloud.com,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 192.235.253.16



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 

                                                           
1
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails/1392, DotMusic Limited 

Application ID 1-1115-14110 
2
 The IFPI represents the recording industry worldwide and is an entity mainly dedicated to the global Music 

Community, http://www.ifpi.org/about.php  
3
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/moore-to-crocker-18may15-en.pdf  

4
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/riaa-to-icann-05mar15-en.pdf  

5
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/bengloff-to-crocker-et-al-07mar15-en.pdf  

6
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/aguirre-to-icann-board-eiu-14apr15-en.pdf  



 

majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadattachment/142588?t:ac=1392  
9
 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10

 See http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/cpe/faqs-13aug14-en.pdf, Pg. 6 
11

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

 

6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 

                                                           
12

 http://music.us/board/  
13

 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr

ocess final%20(2).docx  
14

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadpicposting/1392?t:ac=1392  
15

 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/bm/briefing-materials-2-05feb14-en.pdf, Pg.3 
16

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  Elrick Bass Guitars, Ltd.

Robert Elrick

CEO / COO

fsi@elrick.com,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 108.82.97.139



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 

                                                           
1
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails/1392, DotMusic Limited 

Application ID 1-1115-14110 
2
 The IFPI represents the recording industry worldwide and is an entity mainly dedicated to the global Music 

Community, http://www.ifpi.org/about.php  
3
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/moore-to-crocker-18may15-en.pdf  

4
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/riaa-to-icann-05mar15-en.pdf  

5
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/bengloff-to-crocker-et-al-07mar15-en.pdf  

6
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/aguirre-to-icann-board-eiu-14apr15-en.pdf  



 

majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadattachment/142588?t:ac=1392  
9
 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10

 See http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/cpe/faqs-13aug14-en.pdf, Pg. 6 
11

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

 

6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 

                                                           
12

 http://music.us/board/  
13

 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr

ocess final%20(2).docx  
14

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadpicposting/1392?t:ac=1392  
15

 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/bm/briefing-materials-2-05feb14-en.pdf, Pg.3 
16

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  

Musician

John Ladds

None

johnladds@gmail.com,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 64.40.245.213



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 

                                                           
1
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails/1392, DotMusic Limited 

Application ID 1-1115-14110 
2
 The IFPI represents the recording industry worldwide and is an entity mainly dedicated to the global Music 

Community, http://www.ifpi.org/about.php  
3
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/moore-to-crocker-18may15-en.pdf  

4
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/riaa-to-icann-05mar15-en.pdf  

5
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/bengloff-to-crocker-et-al-07mar15-en.pdf  

6
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/aguirre-to-icann-board-eiu-14apr15-en.pdf  



 

majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadattachment/142588?t:ac=1392  
9
 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10

 See http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/cpe/faqs-13aug14-en.pdf, Pg. 6 
11

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

 

6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 

                                                           
12

 http://music.us/board/  
13

 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr

ocess final%20(2).docx  
14

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadpicposting/1392?t:ac=1392  
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 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/bm/briefing-materials-2-05feb14-en.pdf, Pg.3 
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represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  Chapman Family Band

Don Chapman

Musician

donchapman@rogers.com,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 99.237.165.159



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 
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 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails/1392, DotMusic Limited 

Application ID 1-1115-14110 
2
 The IFPI represents the recording industry worldwide and is an entity mainly dedicated to the global Music 

Community, http://www.ifpi.org/about.php  
3
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4
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5
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6
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majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadattachment/142588?t:ac=1392  
9
 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10

 See http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/cpe/faqs-13aug14-en.pdf, Pg. 6 
11
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6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 

                                                           
12

 http://music.us/board/  
13

 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr

ocess final%20(2).docx  
14

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadpicposting/1392?t:ac=1392  
15

 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/bm/briefing-materials-2-05feb14-en.pdf, Pg.3 
16
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result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  Peeler (Band)

Leader

Robert Craig Peeling

peeler@peeler.ca,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 174.117.27.236



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 

                                                           
1
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails/1392, DotMusic Limited 

Application ID 1-1115-14110 
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 The IFPI represents the recording industry worldwide and is an entity mainly dedicated to the global Music 
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majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadattachment/142588?t:ac=1392  
9
 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10

 See http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/cpe/faqs-13aug14-en.pdf, Pg. 6 
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6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 

                                                           
12

 http://music.us/board/  
13

 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr

ocess final%20(2).docx  
14
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represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  contrebombarde.com, darrylleewood.com, thefairestandbest.com

Marketing Director, Artist, Artist

Darryl Wood

darryl@darrylleewood.com,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 99.237.160.199



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 
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Application ID 1-1115-14110 
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majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
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6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 
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13

 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 
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represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  

Prez

Nick Tipney

Vector Instruments

info@vectorinstruments.com,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 71.7.201.227



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 
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majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  
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 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadattachment/142588?t:ac=1392  
9
 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10

 See http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/cpe/faqs-13aug14-en.pdf, Pg. 6 
11

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

 

6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 

                                                           
12

 http://music.us/board/  
13

 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr

ocess final%20(2).docx  
14

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadpicposting/1392?t:ac=1392  
15

 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/bm/briefing-materials-2-05feb14-en.pdf, Pg.3 
16

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  

Don Williams

President

Sonic Scores, Inc.

don@sonicscores.com,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 73.180.114.103



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 

                                                           
1
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails/1392, DotMusic Limited 

Application ID 1-1115-14110 
2
 The IFPI represents the recording industry worldwide and is an entity mainly dedicated to the global Music 

Community, http://www.ifpi.org/about.php  
3
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/moore-to-crocker-18may15-en.pdf  

4
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/riaa-to-icann-05mar15-en.pdf  

5
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/bengloff-to-crocker-et-al-07mar15-en.pdf  

6
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/aguirre-to-icann-board-eiu-14apr15-en.pdf  



 

majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadattachment/142588?t:ac=1392  
9
 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10

 See http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/cpe/faqs-13aug14-en.pdf, Pg. 6 
11

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

 

6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 

                                                           
12

 http://music.us/board/  
13

 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr

ocess final%20(2).docx  
14

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadpicposting/1392?t:ac=1392  
15

 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/bm/briefing-materials-2-05feb14-en.pdf, Pg.3 
16

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  Mount Allison University (Sackville, NB, Canada)

David Rogosin

Professor of Music, Pianist

drogosin@mta.ca,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 76.11.109.223



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 

                                                           
1
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails/1392, DotMusic Limited 

Application ID 1-1115-14110 
2
 The IFPI represents the recording industry worldwide and is an entity mainly dedicated to the global Music 

Community, http://www.ifpi.org/about.php  
3
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/moore-to-crocker-18may15-en.pdf  

4
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/riaa-to-icann-05mar15-en.pdf  

5
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/bengloff-to-crocker-et-al-07mar15-en.pdf  

6
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/aguirre-to-icann-board-eiu-14apr15-en.pdf  



 

majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadattachment/142588?t:ac=1392  
9
 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10

 See http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/cpe/faqs-13aug14-en.pdf, Pg. 6 
11
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6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 

                                                           
12

 http://music.us/board/  
13

 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr

ocess final%20(2).docx  
14

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadpicposting/1392?t:ac=1392  
15
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represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  

Michael Robinson

KHS America, Inc.

Vice President of Marketing

mike.robinson@khsmusic.com,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 184.60.129.2



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 
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 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails/1392, DotMusic Limited 

Application ID 1-1115-14110 
2
 The IFPI represents the recording industry worldwide and is an entity mainly dedicated to the global Music 
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majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
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6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 
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 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 
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represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  

Mr

Retired

Doug Davies

hockeydoug33@yahoo.ca,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 184.151.37.204



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 

                                                           
1
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails/1392, DotMusic Limited 

Application ID 1-1115-14110 
2
 The IFPI represents the recording industry worldwide and is an entity mainly dedicated to the global Music 

Community, http://www.ifpi.org/about.php  
3
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/moore-to-crocker-18may15-en.pdf  

4
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/riaa-to-icann-05mar15-en.pdf  

5
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/bengloff-to-crocker-et-al-07mar15-en.pdf  

6
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/aguirre-to-icann-board-eiu-14apr15-en.pdf  



 

majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadattachment/142588?t:ac=1392  
9
 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10

 See http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/cpe/faqs-13aug14-en.pdf, Pg. 6 
11

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

 

6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 

                                                           
12

 http://music.us/board/  
13

 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr

ocess final%20(2).docx  
14

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-
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represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  Extreme Flute

Bill McBirnie

Proprietor

extremeflute@look.ca,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 198.99.31.188



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 

                                                           
1
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails/1392, DotMusic Limited 

Application ID 1-1115-14110 
2
 The IFPI represents the recording industry worldwide and is an entity mainly dedicated to the global Music 

Community, http://www.ifpi.org/about.php  
3
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/moore-to-crocker-18may15-en.pdf  

4
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/riaa-to-icann-05mar15-en.pdf  

5
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/bengloff-to-crocker-et-al-07mar15-en.pdf  

6
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/aguirre-to-icann-board-eiu-14apr15-en.pdf  



 

majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadattachment/142588?t:ac=1392  
9
 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10

 See http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/cpe/faqs-13aug14-en.pdf, Pg. 6 
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6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 
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 http://music.us/board/  
13

 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr
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represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  

Shelia Trent

Fan

Phleobomist

sdttn@yahoo.com,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 165.6.153.80



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 

                                                           
1
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails/1392, DotMusic Limited 

Application ID 1-1115-14110 
2
 The IFPI represents the recording industry worldwide and is an entity mainly dedicated to the global Music 

Community, http://www.ifpi.org/about.php  
3
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/moore-to-crocker-18may15-en.pdf  

4
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/riaa-to-icann-05mar15-en.pdf  

5
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/bengloff-to-crocker-et-al-07mar15-en.pdf  

6
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/aguirre-to-icann-board-eiu-14apr15-en.pdf  



 

majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
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result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
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 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10

 See http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/cpe/faqs-13aug14-en.pdf, Pg. 6 
11

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

 

6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 
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 http://music.us/board/  
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 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 
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represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  

Deborah Wood

Deborah Wood Publicity

owner / operator

deborahwoodpublicity@gmail.com,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 208.70.108.162



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 

                                                           
1
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails/1392, DotMusic Limited 

Application ID 1-1115-14110 
2
 The IFPI represents the recording industry worldwide and is an entity mainly dedicated to the global Music 
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3
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4
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5
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/bengloff-to-crocker-et-al-07mar15-en.pdf  

6
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majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
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result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadattachment/142588?t:ac=1392  
9
 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10

 See http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/cpe/faqs-13aug14-en.pdf, Pg. 6 
11
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6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 

                                                           
12

 http://music.us/board/  
13

 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr

ocess final%20(2).docx  
14

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadpicposting/1392?t:ac=1392  
15

 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/bm/briefing-materials-2-05feb14-en.pdf, Pg.3 
16
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represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  

Cam Leighton

Oxygen Audio Ltd.

GM

cam@oxygenamps.com,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 70.70.198.246



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 
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Application ID 1-1115-14110 
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majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-
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9
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reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10
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6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 

                                                           
12

 http://music.us/board/  
13

 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr

ocess final%20(2).docx  
14
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result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadpicposting/1392?t:ac=1392  
15

 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/bm/briefing-materials-2-05feb14-en.pdf, Pg.3 
16

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  

Assistant Editor

Michael Raine

Canadian Musician magazine

mraine@nor.com,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 72.38.151.238



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 
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majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
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8
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6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 
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 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 
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represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  Contex Media

Producer

Niklas Thulin

contexmedia@mail.dk,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 80.162.233.5



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 
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majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadattachment/142588?t:ac=1392  
9
 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10

 See http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/cpe/faqs-13aug14-en.pdf, Pg. 6 
11

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

 

6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 

                                                           
12

 http://music.us/board/  
13

 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr

ocess final%20(2).docx  
14

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadpicposting/1392?t:ac=1392  
15

 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/bm/briefing-materials-2-05feb14-en.pdf, Pg.3 
16

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  

Associate

Music in World Culture

James Janzen

jamesdjanzen@mac.com,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 108.172.123.95



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 

                                                           
1
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails/1392, DotMusic Limited 

Application ID 1-1115-14110 
2
 The IFPI represents the recording industry worldwide and is an entity mainly dedicated to the global Music 

Community, http://www.ifpi.org/about.php  
3
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/moore-to-crocker-18may15-en.pdf  

4
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/riaa-to-icann-05mar15-en.pdf  

5
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/bengloff-to-crocker-et-al-07mar15-en.pdf  

6
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/aguirre-to-icann-board-eiu-14apr15-en.pdf  



 

majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadattachment/142588?t:ac=1392  
9
 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10

 See http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/cpe/faqs-13aug14-en.pdf, Pg. 6 
11

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

 

6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 

                                                           
12

 http://music.us/board/  
13

 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr

ocess final%20(2).docx  
14

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadpicposting/1392?t:ac=1392  
15

 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/bm/briefing-materials-2-05feb14-en.pdf, Pg.3 
16

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  

President

Gear Music Limited

Dave Goodyear

gear@gearmusic.net,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 70.25.72.243



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 

                                                           
1
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails/1392, DotMusic Limited 

Application ID 1-1115-14110 
2
 The IFPI represents the recording industry worldwide and is an entity mainly dedicated to the global Music 

Community, http://www.ifpi.org/about.php  
3
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/moore-to-crocker-18may15-en.pdf  

4
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/riaa-to-icann-05mar15-en.pdf  

5
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/bengloff-to-crocker-et-al-07mar15-en.pdf  

6
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/aguirre-to-icann-board-eiu-14apr15-en.pdf  



 

majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadattachment/142588?t:ac=1392  
9
 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10

 See http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/cpe/faqs-13aug14-en.pdf, Pg. 6 
11

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

 

6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 

                                                           
12

 http://music.us/board/  
13

 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr

ocess final%20(2).docx  
14

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadpicposting/1392?t:ac=1392  
15

 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/bm/briefing-materials-2-05feb14-en.pdf, Pg.3 
16

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  

Music Educator

Donna Murray

Donna Murray Music Studio

wmdamurr@telus.net,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 162.157.239.43



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 

                                                           
1
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails/1392, DotMusic Limited 

Application ID 1-1115-14110 
2
 The IFPI represents the recording industry worldwide and is an entity mainly dedicated to the global Music 

Community, http://www.ifpi.org/about.php  
3
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/moore-to-crocker-18may15-en.pdf  

4
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5
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6
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/aguirre-to-icann-board-eiu-14apr15-en.pdf  



 

majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadattachment/142588?t:ac=1392  
9
 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10

 See http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/cpe/faqs-13aug14-en.pdf, Pg. 6 
11
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6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 
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 http://music.us/board/  
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 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr
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result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadpicposting/1392?t:ac=1392  
15

 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/bm/briefing-materials-2-05feb14-en.pdf, Pg.3 
16

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  

Bruce Houghton

President

Skyline Music, Hypebot.com, MusicThinkTank.com

bruce@skylineonline.com,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 98.163.5.50



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 

                                                           
1
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails/1392, DotMusic Limited 

Application ID 1-1115-14110 
2
 The IFPI represents the recording industry worldwide and is an entity mainly dedicated to the global Music 

Community, http://www.ifpi.org/about.php  
3
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/moore-to-crocker-18may15-en.pdf  

4
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/riaa-to-icann-05mar15-en.pdf  

5
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/bengloff-to-crocker-et-al-07mar15-en.pdf  

6
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/aguirre-to-icann-board-eiu-14apr15-en.pdf  



 

majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadattachment/142588?t:ac=1392  
9
 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10

 See http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/cpe/faqs-13aug14-en.pdf, Pg. 6 
11

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

 

6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 

                                                           
12

 http://music.us/board/  
13

 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr

ocess final%20(2).docx  
14

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadpicposting/1392?t:ac=1392  
15

 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/bm/briefing-materials-2-05feb14-en.pdf, Pg.3 
16

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  

James Patmore

Ommimedia

Mister

omniwest@telus.net,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 173.183.130.158



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 

                                                           
1
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails/1392, DotMusic Limited 

Application ID 1-1115-14110 
2
 The IFPI represents the recording industry worldwide and is an entity mainly dedicated to the global Music 

Community, http://www.ifpi.org/about.php  
3
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/moore-to-crocker-18may15-en.pdf  

4
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/riaa-to-icann-05mar15-en.pdf  

5
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/bengloff-to-crocker-et-al-07mar15-en.pdf  

6
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/aguirre-to-icann-board-eiu-14apr15-en.pdf  



 

majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadattachment/142588?t:ac=1392  
9
 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10

 See http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/cpe/faqs-13aug14-en.pdf, Pg. 6 
11

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-
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6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 

                                                           
12

 http://music.us/board/  
13

 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr

ocess final%20(2).docx  
14

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadpicposting/1392?t:ac=1392  
15

 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/bm/briefing-materials-2-05feb14-en.pdf, Pg.3 
16
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represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  Harry Boyce & Associates

Harry Boyce

Principal

haboyce@shaw.ca,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 70.79.254.144



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 

                                                           
1
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails/1392, DotMusic Limited 

Application ID 1-1115-14110 
2
 The IFPI represents the recording industry worldwide and is an entity mainly dedicated to the global Music 

Community, http://www.ifpi.org/about.php  
3
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/moore-to-crocker-18may15-en.pdf  

4
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/riaa-to-icann-05mar15-en.pdf  

5
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/bengloff-to-crocker-et-al-07mar15-en.pdf  

6
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/aguirre-to-icann-board-eiu-14apr15-en.pdf  



 

majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadattachment/142588?t:ac=1392  
9
 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10

 See http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/cpe/faqs-13aug14-en.pdf, Pg. 6 
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6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 
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 http://music.us/board/  
13

 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr

ocess final%20(2).docx  
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represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  Norris-Whitney Communications

Editor

Andrew King

aking@nor.com,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 142.68.126.88



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 
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 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails/1392, DotMusic Limited 

Application ID 1-1115-14110 
2
 The IFPI represents the recording industry worldwide and is an entity mainly dedicated to the global Music 
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3
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5
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majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadattachment/142588?t:ac=1392  
9
 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10

 See http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/cpe/faqs-13aug14-en.pdf, Pg. 6 
11
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6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 

                                                           
12

 http://music.us/board/  
13

 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr

ocess final%20(2).docx  
14

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadpicposting/1392?t:ac=1392  
15

 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/bm/briefing-materials-2-05feb14-en.pdf, Pg.3 
16
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represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  

steve lloyd

music creator

citizen

stevelloyd1954@gmail.com,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 128.230.170.40



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 
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majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
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reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
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6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 
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 http://music.us/board/  
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 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr
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14
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represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  

Barbara Scales

Latitude45 Arts Promotion

President

scalesb@latitude45arts.com,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 24.203.184.87



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 
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majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
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6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 
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 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 
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represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  

Chris Nylen

Faders Music

Owner

chris@fadersmusic.com,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 216.36.150.176



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 
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majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadattachment/142588?t:ac=1392  
9
 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10

 See http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/cpe/faqs-13aug14-en.pdf, Pg. 6 
11

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

 

6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 

                                                           
12

 http://music.us/board/  
13

 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr

ocess final%20(2).docx  
14

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadpicposting/1392?t:ac=1392  
15

 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/bm/briefing-materials-2-05feb14-en.pdf, Pg.3 
16

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  Independent

Mr.

Connor Shambrook

connorshambrook@yahoo.com,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 76.218.94.100



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 

                                                           
1
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails/1392, DotMusic Limited 

Application ID 1-1115-14110 
2
 The IFPI represents the recording industry worldwide and is an entity mainly dedicated to the global Music 

Community, http://www.ifpi.org/about.php  
3
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/moore-to-crocker-18may15-en.pdf  

4
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/riaa-to-icann-05mar15-en.pdf  

5
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/bengloff-to-crocker-et-al-07mar15-en.pdf  

6
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/aguirre-to-icann-board-eiu-14apr15-en.pdf  



 

majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadattachment/142588?t:ac=1392  
9
 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10

 See http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/cpe/faqs-13aug14-en.pdf, Pg. 6 
11

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

 

6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 

                                                           
12

 http://music.us/board/  
13

 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr

ocess final%20(2).docx  
14

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadpicposting/1392?t:ac=1392  
15

 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/bm/briefing-materials-2-05feb14-en.pdf, Pg.3 
16

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  

Jack Van Zandt

American Composers Forum Los Angeles

President

jackvanzandt@aol.com,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 75.128.53.169



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 

                                                           
1
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails/1392, DotMusic Limited 

Application ID 1-1115-14110 
2
 The IFPI represents the recording industry worldwide and is an entity mainly dedicated to the global Music 

Community, http://www.ifpi.org/about.php  
3
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/moore-to-crocker-18may15-en.pdf  

4
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/riaa-to-icann-05mar15-en.pdf  

5
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/bengloff-to-crocker-et-al-07mar15-en.pdf  

6
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/aguirre-to-icann-board-eiu-14apr15-en.pdf  



 

majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadattachment/142588?t:ac=1392  
9
 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10

 See http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/cpe/faqs-13aug14-en.pdf, Pg. 6 
11
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6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 

                                                           
12

 http://music.us/board/  
13

 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr

ocess final%20(2).docx  
14

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadpicposting/1392?t:ac=1392  
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 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/bm/briefing-materials-2-05feb14-en.pdf, Pg.3 
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represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  

General Manager

The Leading Note

Sheilah Craven

scraven.fouchard@sympatico.ca,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 70.31.30.53



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 

                                                           
1
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails/1392, DotMusic Limited 

Application ID 1-1115-14110 
2
 The IFPI represents the recording industry worldwide and is an entity mainly dedicated to the global Music 
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majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  
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 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
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6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 
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 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr

ocess final%20(2).docx  
14

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadpicposting/1392?t:ac=1392  
15

 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/bm/briefing-materials-2-05feb14-en.pdf, Pg.3 
16

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  RTH Media

President & CEO  RTH Media

Richard Lorig

nor_west@pacbell.net,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 74.93.22.46



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 

                                                           
1
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails/1392, DotMusic Limited 

Application ID 1-1115-14110 
2
 The IFPI represents the recording industry worldwide and is an entity mainly dedicated to the global Music 

Community, http://www.ifpi.org/about.php  
3
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/moore-to-crocker-18may15-en.pdf  

4
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/riaa-to-icann-05mar15-en.pdf  

5
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/bengloff-to-crocker-et-al-07mar15-en.pdf  

6
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/aguirre-to-icann-board-eiu-14apr15-en.pdf  



 

majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadattachment/142588?t:ac=1392  
9
 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10

 See http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/cpe/faqs-13aug14-en.pdf, Pg. 6 
11

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

 

6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 

                                                           
12

 http://music.us/board/  
13

 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr

ocess final%20(2).docx  
14

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadpicposting/1392?t:ac=1392  
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 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/bm/briefing-materials-2-05feb14-en.pdf, Pg.3 
16
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represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  

Tracy Maddux

CD Baby

CEO

tracy@cdbaby.com,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 67.138.101.57



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 

                                                           
1
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails/1392, DotMusic Limited 

Application ID 1-1115-14110 
2
 The IFPI represents the recording industry worldwide and is an entity mainly dedicated to the global Music 

Community, http://www.ifpi.org/about.php  
3
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/moore-to-crocker-18may15-en.pdf  

4
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/riaa-to-icann-05mar15-en.pdf  

5
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/bengloff-to-crocker-et-al-07mar15-en.pdf  

6
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/aguirre-to-icann-board-eiu-14apr15-en.pdf  



 

majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadattachment/142588?t:ac=1392  
9
 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10

 See http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/cpe/faqs-13aug14-en.pdf, Pg. 6 
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6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 

                                                           
12

 http://music.us/board/  
13

 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr

ocess final%20(2).docx  
14

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadpicposting/1392?t:ac=1392  
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represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  

Pres.

Phat Planet Studios

Edward Krout

info@phatplanetstudios.com,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 97.68.104.107



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 

                                                           
1
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails/1392, DotMusic Limited 

Application ID 1-1115-14110 
2
 The IFPI represents the recording industry worldwide and is an entity mainly dedicated to the global Music 

Community, http://www.ifpi.org/about.php  
3
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/moore-to-crocker-18may15-en.pdf  

4
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/riaa-to-icann-05mar15-en.pdf  

5
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/bengloff-to-crocker-et-al-07mar15-en.pdf  

6
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majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadattachment/142588?t:ac=1392  
9
 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10

 See http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/cpe/faqs-13aug14-en.pdf, Pg. 6 
11

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

 

6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 

                                                           
12

 http://music.us/board/  
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 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr

ocess final%20(2).docx  
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represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  

Marc Laham

None

Musician

gtrone@verizon.net,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 99.248.106.155



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 
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majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
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6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 
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represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  

MANAGER

F-PEDALS

XI CHEN

xi@f-pedals.com,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 142.129.112.213



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 
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majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  
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6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 
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represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  

Mr

Jacky Tan Piano Technician

Jacky Tan

jackypianotuner@yahoo.com.sg,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 180.129.46.106



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 

                                                           
1
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails/1392, DotMusic Limited 

Application ID 1-1115-14110 
2
 The IFPI represents the recording industry worldwide and is an entity mainly dedicated to the global Music 

Community, http://www.ifpi.org/about.php  
3
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/moore-to-crocker-18may15-en.pdf  

4
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/riaa-to-icann-05mar15-en.pdf  

5
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/bengloff-to-crocker-et-al-07mar15-en.pdf  

6
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/aguirre-to-icann-board-eiu-14apr15-en.pdf  



 

majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  
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6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 
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represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  

Darlene Doblee

Dobranski

Retired

darucha@shaw.ca,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 24.77.6.219



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 
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majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadattachment/142588?t:ac=1392  
9
 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10

 See http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/cpe/faqs-13aug14-en.pdf, Pg. 6 
11

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

 

6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 

                                                           
12

 http://music.us/board/  
13

 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr

ocess final%20(2).docx  
14

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadpicposting/1392?t:ac=1392  
15

 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/bm/briefing-materials-2-05feb14-en.pdf, Pg.3 
16

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  

Producer

Erin "Syd" Sidney

the co-op

syd@syd-music.com,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 70.109.42.128



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 

                                                           
1
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails/1392, DotMusic Limited 

Application ID 1-1115-14110 
2
 The IFPI represents the recording industry worldwide and is an entity mainly dedicated to the global Music 

Community, http://www.ifpi.org/about.php  
3
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/moore-to-crocker-18may15-en.pdf  

4
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/riaa-to-icann-05mar15-en.pdf  

5
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/bengloff-to-crocker-et-al-07mar15-en.pdf  

6
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/aguirre-to-icann-board-eiu-14apr15-en.pdf  



 

majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadattachment/142588?t:ac=1392  
9
 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10

 See http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/cpe/faqs-13aug14-en.pdf, Pg. 6 
11

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

 

6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 

                                                           
12

 http://music.us/board/  
13

 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr

ocess final%20(2).docx  
14

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadpicposting/1392?t:ac=1392  
15

 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/bm/briefing-materials-2-05feb14-en.pdf, Pg.3 
16

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  

Music Teacher

Edmonton Catholic Schools

Dale Chapman

dalewchapman@me.com,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 68.148.30.209



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 

                                                           
1
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails/1392, DotMusic Limited 

Application ID 1-1115-14110 
2
 The IFPI represents the recording industry worldwide and is an entity mainly dedicated to the global Music 

Community, http://www.ifpi.org/about.php  
3
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/moore-to-crocker-18may15-en.pdf  

4
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/riaa-to-icann-05mar15-en.pdf  

5
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/bengloff-to-crocker-et-al-07mar15-en.pdf  

6
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/aguirre-to-icann-board-eiu-14apr15-en.pdf  



 

majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadattachment/142588?t:ac=1392  
9
 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10

 See http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/cpe/faqs-13aug14-en.pdf, Pg. 6 
11

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

 

6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 

                                                           
12

 http://music.us/board/  
13

 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr

ocess final%20(2).docx  
14

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadpicposting/1392?t:ac=1392  
15

 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/bm/briefing-materials-2-05feb14-en.pdf, Pg.3 
16

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  

Michael Baker

Owner/Operator

Radio Nowhere

mike@radionowhere.net,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 50.1.118.57



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 

                                                           
1
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails/1392, DotMusic Limited 

Application ID 1-1115-14110 
2
 The IFPI represents the recording industry worldwide and is an entity mainly dedicated to the global Music 

Community, http://www.ifpi.org/about.php  
3
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/moore-to-crocker-18may15-en.pdf  

4
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/riaa-to-icann-05mar15-en.pdf  

5
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/bengloff-to-crocker-et-al-07mar15-en.pdf  

6
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/aguirre-to-icann-board-eiu-14apr15-en.pdf  



 

majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadattachment/142588?t:ac=1392  
9
 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10

 See http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/cpe/faqs-13aug14-en.pdf, Pg. 6 
11
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6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 
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 http://music.us/board/  
13

 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr

ocess final%20(2).docx  
14

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadpicposting/1392?t:ac=1392  
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 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/bm/briefing-materials-2-05feb14-en.pdf, Pg.3 
16
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represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  

Brian LaRue

Dream Cymbals and Gongs

Director of US Operations

brian@dreamcymbals.com,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 184.3.255.2



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 

                                                           
1
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails/1392, DotMusic Limited 

Application ID 1-1115-14110 
2
 The IFPI represents the recording industry worldwide and is an entity mainly dedicated to the global Music 

Community, http://www.ifpi.org/about.php  
3
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/moore-to-crocker-18may15-en.pdf  

4
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/riaa-to-icann-05mar15-en.pdf  

5
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/bengloff-to-crocker-et-al-07mar15-en.pdf  

6
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/aguirre-to-icann-board-eiu-14apr15-en.pdf  



 

majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadattachment/142588?t:ac=1392  
9
 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10

 See http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/cpe/faqs-13aug14-en.pdf, Pg. 6 
11

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

 

6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 
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 http://music.us/board/  
13

 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr

ocess final%20(2).docx  
14
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represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  

Principal

Are You Hip To This?

Andrew Rodriguez

arodrig122@gmail.com,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 69.127.180.62



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 

                                                           
1
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails/1392, DotMusic Limited 

Application ID 1-1115-14110 
2
 The IFPI represents the recording industry worldwide and is an entity mainly dedicated to the global Music 

Community, http://www.ifpi.org/about.php  
3
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/moore-to-crocker-18may15-en.pdf  

4
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/riaa-to-icann-05mar15-en.pdf  

5
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/bengloff-to-crocker-et-al-07mar15-en.pdf  

6
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majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadattachment/142588?t:ac=1392  
9
 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10

 See http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/cpe/faqs-13aug14-en.pdf, Pg. 6 
11

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

 

6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 

                                                           
12

 http://music.us/board/  
13

 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr

ocess final%20(2).docx  
14
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represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  

Ken Umezaki

Digital Daruma

President

kenumezaki@icloud.com,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 24.44.125.21



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 
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 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails/1392, DotMusic Limited 

Application ID 1-1115-14110 
2
 The IFPI represents the recording industry worldwide and is an entity mainly dedicated to the global Music 

Community, http://www.ifpi.org/about.php  
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5
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majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
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result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
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reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
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6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 
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 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 
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represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  Jeff Jinx at MYERTOONS

Jeff Myers

Mr

gelatinelens@aol.com,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 86.2.16.157



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 
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majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
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result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
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6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 
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 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr
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result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadpicposting/1392?t:ac=1392  
15

 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/bm/briefing-materials-2-05feb14-en.pdf, Pg.3 
16

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  A2IM

Acting President

Molly Neuman

molly@a2im.org,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 74.71.40.151



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 
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majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  
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6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 
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represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  

William Buckley, Jr.

Founder / Pfresident

FarePlay, Inc.

willbuckley@fareplay.org,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 73.46.45.177



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 
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majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  
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6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 
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represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  Ace Products Group

Leah Murphy

Director of Marketing

leah@aceproducts.com,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 206.176.252.212



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 
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majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadattachment/142588?t:ac=1392  
9
 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10

 See http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/cpe/faqs-13aug14-en.pdf, Pg. 6 
11

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

 

6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 

                                                           
12

 http://music.us/board/  
13

 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr

ocess final%20(2).docx  
14

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadpicposting/1392?t:ac=1392  
15

 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/bm/briefing-materials-2-05feb14-en.pdf, Pg.3 
16

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  Nowadays Poetry

Luvuyo Msimango

Mr

lmmsimango@gmail.com,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 41.13.134.156



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 

                                                           
1
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails/1392, DotMusic Limited 

Application ID 1-1115-14110 
2
 The IFPI represents the recording industry worldwide and is an entity mainly dedicated to the global Music 

Community, http://www.ifpi.org/about.php  
3
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/moore-to-crocker-18may15-en.pdf  

4
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/riaa-to-icann-05mar15-en.pdf  

5
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/bengloff-to-crocker-et-al-07mar15-en.pdf  

6
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/aguirre-to-icann-board-eiu-14apr15-en.pdf  



 

majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadattachment/142588?t:ac=1392  
9
 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10

 See http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/cpe/faqs-13aug14-en.pdf, Pg. 6 
11

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

 

6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 

                                                           
12

 http://music.us/board/  
13

 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr

ocess final%20(2).docx  
14

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadpicposting/1392?t:ac=1392  
15

 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/bm/briefing-materials-2-05feb14-en.pdf, Pg.3 
16

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  Bread & Roses Presents

Producer

Francesca Lee

flee@breadandroses.org,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 75.149.55.69



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 

                                                           
1
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails/1392, DotMusic Limited 

Application ID 1-1115-14110 
2
 The IFPI represents the recording industry worldwide and is an entity mainly dedicated to the global Music 

Community, http://www.ifpi.org/about.php  
3
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/moore-to-crocker-18may15-en.pdf  

4
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/riaa-to-icann-05mar15-en.pdf  

5
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/bengloff-to-crocker-et-al-07mar15-en.pdf  

6
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/aguirre-to-icann-board-eiu-14apr15-en.pdf  



 

majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadattachment/142588?t:ac=1392  
9
 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10

 See http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/cpe/faqs-13aug14-en.pdf, Pg. 6 
11

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

 

6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 

                                                           
12

 http://music.us/board/  
13

 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr

ocess final%20(2).docx  
14

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadpicposting/1392?t:ac=1392  
15

 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/bm/briefing-materials-2-05feb14-en.pdf, Pg.3 
16

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  

Marketing Manager

David Grimes

DigiTrax Entertainment, LLC

dgrimes@digitraxmail.com,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 50.240.103.254



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 

                                                           
1
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails/1392, DotMusic Limited 

Application ID 1-1115-14110 
2
 The IFPI represents the recording industry worldwide and is an entity mainly dedicated to the global Music 

Community, http://www.ifpi.org/about.php  
3
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/moore-to-crocker-18may15-en.pdf  
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5
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6
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majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadattachment/142588?t:ac=1392  
9
 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10

 See http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/cpe/faqs-13aug14-en.pdf, Pg. 6 
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6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 

                                                           
12

 http://music.us/board/  
13

 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr

ocess final%20(2).docx  
14

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadpicposting/1392?t:ac=1392  
15

 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/bm/briefing-materials-2-05feb14-en.pdf, Pg.3 
16

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  

Justin Harmond

Reckless Abandon

Co-founder

justin.harmond@gmail.com,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 206.71.232.66



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 

                                                           
1
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails/1392, DotMusic Limited 

Application ID 1-1115-14110 
2
 The IFPI represents the recording industry worldwide and is an entity mainly dedicated to the global Music 

Community, http://www.ifpi.org/about.php  
3
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/moore-to-crocker-18may15-en.pdf  

4
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/riaa-to-icann-05mar15-en.pdf  

5
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/bengloff-to-crocker-et-al-07mar15-en.pdf  

6
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/aguirre-to-icann-board-eiu-14apr15-en.pdf  



 

majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadattachment/142588?t:ac=1392  
9
 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10

 See http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/cpe/faqs-13aug14-en.pdf, Pg. 6 
11

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

 

6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 

                                                           
12

 http://music.us/board/  
13

 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr

ocess final%20(2).docx  
14

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadpicposting/1392?t:ac=1392  
15

 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/bm/briefing-materials-2-05feb14-en.pdf, Pg.3 
16

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-
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represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  

Marketing Director

Reid Benditt

Electric Factory

reid.benditt@gmail.com,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 108.16.228.36



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 

                                                           
1
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails/1392, DotMusic Limited 

Application ID 1-1115-14110 
2
 The IFPI represents the recording industry worldwide and is an entity mainly dedicated to the global Music 

Community, http://www.ifpi.org/about.php  
3
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/moore-to-crocker-18may15-en.pdf  

4
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/riaa-to-icann-05mar15-en.pdf  

5
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/bengloff-to-crocker-et-al-07mar15-en.pdf  

6
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/aguirre-to-icann-board-eiu-14apr15-en.pdf  



 

majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadattachment/142588?t:ac=1392  
9
 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10

 See http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/cpe/faqs-13aug14-en.pdf, Pg. 6 
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 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-
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6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 

                                                           
12

 http://music.us/board/  
13

 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr

ocess final%20(2).docx  
14

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadpicposting/1392?t:ac=1392  
15

 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/bm/briefing-materials-2-05feb14-en.pdf, Pg.3 
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represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  Outrank Music

Mr

Pietro Fornara

  Contact Information Redacted



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 

                                                           
1
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails/1392, DotMusic Limited 

Application ID 1-1115-14110 
2
 The IFPI represents the recording industry worldwide and is an entity mainly dedicated to the global Music 

Community, http://www.ifpi.org/about.php  
3
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/moore-to-crocker-18may15-en.pdf  

4
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5
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6
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majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadattachment/142588?t:ac=1392  
9
 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10
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6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 
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 http://music.us/board/  
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 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr
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represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  

David a vogel

Spirit wing records

Recording artist

davidavogel@cs.com,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 172.56.10.72



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 
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majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
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8
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6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 
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 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 
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represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  

Doug Quiring

self employed

Graphic Designer

dougquiring@telus.net,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 154.20.159.51



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 
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majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  
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6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 
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represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  

Brendon Grimes

Owner

TSC Productions

tscpfwb@gmail.com,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 70.183.239.206



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 
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majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  
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6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 
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represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  Trend-over-IP Management Consulting

Thomas Lenz

Owner

thomas.lenz@trend-over-ip.de,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 80.134.102.72



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 
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majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadattachment/142588?t:ac=1392  
9
 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10

 See http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/cpe/faqs-13aug14-en.pdf, Pg. 6 
11

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

 

6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 

                                                           
12

 http://music.us/board/  
13

 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr

ocess final%20(2).docx  
14

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadpicposting/1392?t:ac=1392  
15

 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/bm/briefing-materials-2-05feb14-en.pdf, Pg.3 
16

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  

Jeremy Behn

Owner/operator

Mountain Fruit Folklore Centre

info@mtnfruit.ca,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 162.245.244.30



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 

                                                           
1
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails/1392, DotMusic Limited 

Application ID 1-1115-14110 
2
 The IFPI represents the recording industry worldwide and is an entity mainly dedicated to the global Music 

Community, http://www.ifpi.org/about.php  
3
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/moore-to-crocker-18may15-en.pdf  

4
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/riaa-to-icann-05mar15-en.pdf  

5
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/bengloff-to-crocker-et-al-07mar15-en.pdf  

6
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/aguirre-to-icann-board-eiu-14apr15-en.pdf  



 

majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadattachment/142588?t:ac=1392  
9
 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10

 See http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/cpe/faqs-13aug14-en.pdf, Pg. 6 
11

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

 

6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 

                                                           
12

 http://music.us/board/  
13

 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr

ocess final%20(2).docx  
14

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadpicposting/1392?t:ac=1392  
15

 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/bm/briefing-materials-2-05feb14-en.pdf, Pg.3 
16

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  Whiteboy Slim Blues Band

leader

maurice richard libby

whiteboy_slim@whiteboy-slim.com,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 70.64.213.198



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 

                                                           
1
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails/1392, DotMusic Limited 

Application ID 1-1115-14110 
2
 The IFPI represents the recording industry worldwide and is an entity mainly dedicated to the global Music 

Community, http://www.ifpi.org/about.php  
3
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/moore-to-crocker-18may15-en.pdf  

4
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/riaa-to-icann-05mar15-en.pdf  

5
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/bengloff-to-crocker-et-al-07mar15-en.pdf  

6
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/aguirre-to-icann-board-eiu-14apr15-en.pdf  



 

majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadattachment/142588?t:ac=1392  
9
 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10

 See http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/cpe/faqs-13aug14-en.pdf, Pg. 6 
11

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

 

6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 

                                                           
12

 http://music.us/board/  
13

 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr

ocess final%20(2).docx  
14

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadpicposting/1392?t:ac=1392  
15

 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/bm/briefing-materials-2-05feb14-en.pdf, Pg.3 
16

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  

Owner-Operator

Tiki Mercury-Clarke/tikimercuryclarke.com

Tiki Mercury-Clarke

tiki@tikimercuryclarke.com,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 173.206.153.13



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 

                                                           
1
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails/1392, DotMusic Limited 

Application ID 1-1115-14110 
2
 The IFPI represents the recording industry worldwide and is an entity mainly dedicated to the global Music 

Community, http://www.ifpi.org/about.php  
3
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4
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5
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6
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majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadattachment/142588?t:ac=1392  
9
 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10
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6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 

                                                           
12

 http://music.us/board/  
13

 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr

ocess final%20(2).docx  
14

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadpicposting/1392?t:ac=1392  
15

 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/bm/briefing-materials-2-05feb14-en.pdf, Pg.3 
16

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  

Jon Dunn

Self

Musician, Composer, Arranger

jonldunn@gmail.com,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 75.145.72.161



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 

                                                           
1
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails/1392, DotMusic Limited 

Application ID 1-1115-14110 
2
 The IFPI represents the recording industry worldwide and is an entity mainly dedicated to the global Music 

Community, http://www.ifpi.org/about.php  
3
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/moore-to-crocker-18may15-en.pdf  

4
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/riaa-to-icann-05mar15-en.pdf  

5
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/bengloff-to-crocker-et-al-07mar15-en.pdf  

6
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/aguirre-to-icann-board-eiu-14apr15-en.pdf  



 

majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadattachment/142588?t:ac=1392  
9
 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10

 See http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/cpe/faqs-13aug14-en.pdf, Pg. 6 
11

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

 

6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 

                                                           
12

 http://music.us/board/  
13

 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr

ocess final%20(2).docx  
14

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadpicposting/1392?t:ac=1392  
15

 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/bm/briefing-materials-2-05feb14-en.pdf, Pg.3 
16
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result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  

Bruce Hansen

Nelson-Superior Consultants Ltd.

President

bruce@hansenmusic.ca,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 174.5.5.231



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 

                                                           
1
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails/1392, DotMusic Limited 

Application ID 1-1115-14110 
2
 The IFPI represents the recording industry worldwide and is an entity mainly dedicated to the global Music 

Community, http://www.ifpi.org/about.php  
3
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/moore-to-crocker-18may15-en.pdf  

4
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/riaa-to-icann-05mar15-en.pdf  

5
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/bengloff-to-crocker-et-al-07mar15-en.pdf  

6
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/aguirre-to-icann-board-eiu-14apr15-en.pdf  



 

majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadattachment/142588?t:ac=1392  
9
 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10

 See http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/cpe/faqs-13aug14-en.pdf, Pg. 6 
11

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

 

6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 

                                                           
12

 http://music.us/board/  
13

 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr

ocess final%20(2).docx  
14

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadpicposting/1392?t:ac=1392  
15

 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/bm/briefing-materials-2-05feb14-en.pdf, Pg.3 
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represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  

Courtney Rago

-

-

crago2015@gmail.com,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 74.62.239.250



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 

                                                           
1
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails/1392, DotMusic Limited 

Application ID 1-1115-14110 
2
 The IFPI represents the recording industry worldwide and is an entity mainly dedicated to the global Music 

Community, http://www.ifpi.org/about.php  
3
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/moore-to-crocker-18may15-en.pdf  

4
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5
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6
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majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-
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9
 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10
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6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 
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 http://music.us/board/  
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 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr
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represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  wormfood recs

record company

melanie martinsson

menvaffan@hotmail.com,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 213.89.217.210



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 

                                                           
1
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails/1392, DotMusic Limited 

Application ID 1-1115-14110 
2
 The IFPI represents the recording industry worldwide and is an entity mainly dedicated to the global Music 

Community, http://www.ifpi.org/about.php  
3
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/moore-to-crocker-18may15-en.pdf  

4
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/riaa-to-icann-05mar15-en.pdf  

5
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/bengloff-to-crocker-et-al-07mar15-en.pdf  

6
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/aguirre-to-icann-board-eiu-14apr15-en.pdf  



 

majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadattachment/142588?t:ac=1392  
9
 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10

 See http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/cpe/faqs-13aug14-en.pdf, Pg. 6 
11

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

 

6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 

                                                           
12

 http://music.us/board/  
13

 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr

ocess final%20(2).docx  
14

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadpicposting/1392?t:ac=1392  
15

 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/bm/briefing-materials-2-05feb14-en.pdf, Pg.3 
16

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  24 Hour Distribution

Owner

Marshall Dickson

marshalldickson@gmail.com,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 71.100.245.93



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 

                                                           
1
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails/1392, DotMusic Limited 

Application ID 1-1115-14110 
2
 The IFPI represents the recording industry worldwide and is an entity mainly dedicated to the global Music 

Community, http://www.ifpi.org/about.php  
3
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/moore-to-crocker-18may15-en.pdf  

4
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/riaa-to-icann-05mar15-en.pdf  

5
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/bengloff-to-crocker-et-al-07mar15-en.pdf  

6
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/aguirre-to-icann-board-eiu-14apr15-en.pdf  



 

majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadattachment/142588?t:ac=1392  
9
 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10

 See http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/cpe/faqs-13aug14-en.pdf, Pg. 6 
11

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

 

6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 

                                                           
12

 http://music.us/board/  
13

 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr

ocess final%20(2).docx  
14

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadpicposting/1392?t:ac=1392  
15

 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/bm/briefing-materials-2-05feb14-en.pdf, Pg.3 
16
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represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  

musician/composer

Jan Van Gold

The Jan Van Gold Band

jvgexperience@gmail.com,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 72.45.71.14



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 

                                                           
1
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails/1392, DotMusic Limited 

Application ID 1-1115-14110 
2
 The IFPI represents the recording industry worldwide and is an entity mainly dedicated to the global Music 

Community, http://www.ifpi.org/about.php  
3
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4
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5
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6
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/aguirre-to-icann-board-eiu-14apr15-en.pdf  



 

majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-
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9
 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10

 See http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/cpe/faqs-13aug14-en.pdf, Pg. 6 
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6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 
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 http://music.us/board/  
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 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr

ocess final%20(2).docx  
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represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  White Eagle Records Ltd.

Maureen Smith

Pianist/Vocalist, Recording Artist, Songwriter

maureen@maureensmith.ca,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 104.204.15.21



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 
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majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadattachment/142588?t:ac=1392  
9
 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10

 See http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/cpe/faqs-13aug14-en.pdf, Pg. 6 
11

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

 

6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 

                                                           
12

 http://music.us/board/  
13

 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr

ocess final%20(2).docx  
14

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadpicposting/1392?t:ac=1392  
15

 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/bm/briefing-materials-2-05feb14-en.pdf, Pg.3 
16

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  The Firby Marketing Group

Owner

Dave Firby

dave@firbygroup.com,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 70.70.147.175



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 

                                                           
1
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails/1392, DotMusic Limited 

Application ID 1-1115-14110 
2
 The IFPI represents the recording industry worldwide and is an entity mainly dedicated to the global Music 

Community, http://www.ifpi.org/about.php  
3
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/moore-to-crocker-18may15-en.pdf  

4
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/riaa-to-icann-05mar15-en.pdf  

5
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/bengloff-to-crocker-et-al-07mar15-en.pdf  

6
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/aguirre-to-icann-board-eiu-14apr15-en.pdf  



 

majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadattachment/142588?t:ac=1392  
9
 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10

 See http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/cpe/faqs-13aug14-en.pdf, Pg. 6 
11

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

 

6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 

                                                           
12

 http://music.us/board/  
13

 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr

ocess final%20(2).docx  
14

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadpicposting/1392?t:ac=1392  
15

 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/bm/briefing-materials-2-05feb14-en.pdf, Pg.3 
16

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  

CEO

Dream Tuner

Alejandro Carrasco

alecarrasco@gmail.com,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 64.136.138.92



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 

                                                           
1
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails/1392, DotMusic Limited 

Application ID 1-1115-14110 
2
 The IFPI represents the recording industry worldwide and is an entity mainly dedicated to the global Music 

Community, http://www.ifpi.org/about.php  
3
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/moore-to-crocker-18may15-en.pdf  

4
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/riaa-to-icann-05mar15-en.pdf  

5
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/bengloff-to-crocker-et-al-07mar15-en.pdf  

6
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/aguirre-to-icann-board-eiu-14apr15-en.pdf  



 

majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadattachment/142588?t:ac=1392  
9
 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10

 See http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/cpe/faqs-13aug14-en.pdf, Pg. 6 
11

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

 

6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 

                                                           
12

 http://music.us/board/  
13

 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr

ocess final%20(2).docx  
14

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadpicposting/1392?t:ac=1392  
15

 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/bm/briefing-materials-2-05feb14-en.pdf, Pg.3 
16

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  Ravage Records

Producer

Alex Forbes

ravageproductions@gmail.com,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 172.56.1.192



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 

                                                           
1
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails/1392, DotMusic Limited 

Application ID 1-1115-14110 
2
 The IFPI represents the recording industry worldwide and is an entity mainly dedicated to the global Music 

Community, http://www.ifpi.org/about.php  
3
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/moore-to-crocker-18may15-en.pdf  

4
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/riaa-to-icann-05mar15-en.pdf  

5
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/bengloff-to-crocker-et-al-07mar15-en.pdf  

6
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/aguirre-to-icann-board-eiu-14apr15-en.pdf  



 

majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadattachment/142588?t:ac=1392  
9
 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10

 See http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/cpe/faqs-13aug14-en.pdf, Pg. 6 
11

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-
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6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 

                                                           
12

 http://music.us/board/  
13

 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr

ocess final%20(2).docx  
14

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadpicposting/1392?t:ac=1392  
15

 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/bm/briefing-materials-2-05feb14-en.pdf, Pg.3 
16

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  

Maureen Jack

Consumer Services Director

Music Books Plus

mjack@nor.com,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 72.38.151.238



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 

                                                           
1
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails/1392, DotMusic Limited 

Application ID 1-1115-14110 
2
 The IFPI represents the recording industry worldwide and is an entity mainly dedicated to the global Music 

Community, http://www.ifpi.org/about.php  
3
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/moore-to-crocker-18may15-en.pdf  

4
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/riaa-to-icann-05mar15-en.pdf  

5
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/bengloff-to-crocker-et-al-07mar15-en.pdf  

6
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/aguirre-to-icann-board-eiu-14apr15-en.pdf  



 

majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadattachment/142588?t:ac=1392  
9
 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10

 See http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/cpe/faqs-13aug14-en.pdf, Pg. 6 
11

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

 

6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 

                                                           
12

 http://music.us/board/  
13

 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr

ocess final%20(2).docx  
14

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadpicposting/1392?t:ac=1392  
15

 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/bm/briefing-materials-2-05feb14-en.pdf, Pg.3 
16

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  Wasted Mass

Gian Verster

CEO

mr.verster@gmail.com,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 162.156.27.251



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 

                                                           
1
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails/1392, DotMusic Limited 

Application ID 1-1115-14110 
2
 The IFPI represents the recording industry worldwide and is an entity mainly dedicated to the global Music 

Community, http://www.ifpi.org/about.php  
3
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/moore-to-crocker-18may15-en.pdf  

4
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/riaa-to-icann-05mar15-en.pdf  

5
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/bengloff-to-crocker-et-al-07mar15-en.pdf  

6
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/aguirre-to-icann-board-eiu-14apr15-en.pdf  



 

majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadattachment/142588?t:ac=1392  
9
 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10

 See http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/cpe/faqs-13aug14-en.pdf, Pg. 6 
11

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

 

6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 

                                                           
12

 http://music.us/board/  
13

 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr

ocess final%20(2).docx  
14

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadpicposting/1392?t:ac=1392  
15

 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/bm/briefing-materials-2-05feb14-en.pdf, Pg.3 
16

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  Cedar Valley Studios

owner

Barry McVicker

barry.mcvicker@gmail.com,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 208.114.153.92



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 

                                                           
1
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails/1392, DotMusic Limited 

Application ID 1-1115-14110 
2
 The IFPI represents the recording industry worldwide and is an entity mainly dedicated to the global Music 

Community, http://www.ifpi.org/about.php  
3
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/moore-to-crocker-18may15-en.pdf  

4
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/riaa-to-icann-05mar15-en.pdf  

5
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/bengloff-to-crocker-et-al-07mar15-en.pdf  

6
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/aguirre-to-icann-board-eiu-14apr15-en.pdf  



 

majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadattachment/142588?t:ac=1392  
9
 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10

 See http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/cpe/faqs-13aug14-en.pdf, Pg. 6 
11
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6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 
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 http://music.us/board/  
13

 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr

ocess final%20(2).docx  
14
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represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  The Outlandos (music), Amplifiers Plus (professional)

Band Leader, musician, technician

Rich Gowman

theoutlandos@gmail.com,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 209.183.129.211



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 

                                                           
1
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails/1392, DotMusic Limited 

Application ID 1-1115-14110 
2
 The IFPI represents the recording industry worldwide and is an entity mainly dedicated to the global Music 

Community, http://www.ifpi.org/about.php  
3
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/moore-to-crocker-18may15-en.pdf  

4
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/riaa-to-icann-05mar15-en.pdf  

5
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/bengloff-to-crocker-et-al-07mar15-en.pdf  

6
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/aguirre-to-icann-board-eiu-14apr15-en.pdf  



 

majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadattachment/142588?t:ac=1392  
9
 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10

 See http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/cpe/faqs-13aug14-en.pdf, Pg. 6 
11

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

 

6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 

                                                           
12

 http://music.us/board/  
13

 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr

ocess final%20(2).docx  
14

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadpicposting/1392?t:ac=1392  
15

 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/bm/briefing-materials-2-05feb14-en.pdf, Pg.3 
16

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  Canadian Musician

Dir

Cat Cou

cathyc2000@hotmail.com,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 142.240.254.1



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 

                                                           
1
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails/1392, DotMusic Limited 

Application ID 1-1115-14110 
2
 The IFPI represents the recording industry worldwide and is an entity mainly dedicated to the global Music 

Community, http://www.ifpi.org/about.php  
3
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/moore-to-crocker-18may15-en.pdf  

4
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/riaa-to-icann-05mar15-en.pdf  

5
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/bengloff-to-crocker-et-al-07mar15-en.pdf  

6
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/aguirre-to-icann-board-eiu-14apr15-en.pdf  



 

majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadattachment/142588?t:ac=1392  
9
 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10

 See http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/cpe/faqs-13aug14-en.pdf, Pg. 6 
11

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

 

6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 

                                                           
12

 http://music.us/board/  
13

 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr

ocess final%20(2).docx  
14

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadpicposting/1392?t:ac=1392  
15

 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/bm/briefing-materials-2-05feb14-en.pdf, Pg.3 
16

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  

Erick Greene

Marketing Manager / Musician

CHO the band

erick.greene@ymail.com,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 68.11.26.239



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 

                                                           
1
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails/1392, DotMusic Limited 

Application ID 1-1115-14110 
2
 The IFPI represents the recording industry worldwide and is an entity mainly dedicated to the global Music 
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4
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5
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6
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majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadattachment/142588?t:ac=1392  
9
 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10

 See http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/cpe/faqs-13aug14-en.pdf, Pg. 6 
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6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 
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 http://music.us/board/  
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 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr

ocess final%20(2).docx  
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represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  

President

Tapestry Music

David Sabourin

tapestry@imag.net,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 70.70.220.108



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 
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majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadattachment/142588?t:ac=1392  
9
 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10

 See http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/cpe/faqs-13aug14-en.pdf, Pg. 6 
11

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

 

6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 

                                                           
12

 http://music.us/board/  
13

 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr

ocess final%20(2).docx  
14

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadpicposting/1392?t:ac=1392  
15

 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/bm/briefing-materials-2-05feb14-en.pdf, Pg.3 
16

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  

Ownee

Braun Audio

Andrew Braun

anaudiogeek@gmail.com,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 216.121.168.191



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 

                                                           
1
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails/1392, DotMusic Limited 

Application ID 1-1115-14110 
2
 The IFPI represents the recording industry worldwide and is an entity mainly dedicated to the global Music 

Community, http://www.ifpi.org/about.php  
3
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/moore-to-crocker-18may15-en.pdf  

4
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/riaa-to-icann-05mar15-en.pdf  

5
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/bengloff-to-crocker-et-al-07mar15-en.pdf  

6
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/aguirre-to-icann-board-eiu-14apr15-en.pdf  



 

majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadattachment/142588?t:ac=1392  
9
 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10

 See http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/cpe/faqs-13aug14-en.pdf, Pg. 6 
11

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

 

6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 

                                                           
12

 http://music.us/board/  
13

 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr

ocess final%20(2).docx  
14

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadpicposting/1392?t:ac=1392  
15

 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/bm/briefing-materials-2-05feb14-en.pdf, Pg.3 
16

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  

Dimitrios Seymour

DMG

President

dimitrios@dmgmgmt.com,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 76.66.90.38



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 

                                                           
1
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails/1392, DotMusic Limited 

Application ID 1-1115-14110 
2
 The IFPI represents the recording industry worldwide and is an entity mainly dedicated to the global Music 

Community, http://www.ifpi.org/about.php  
3
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/moore-to-crocker-18may15-en.pdf  

4
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/riaa-to-icann-05mar15-en.pdf  

5
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/bengloff-to-crocker-et-al-07mar15-en.pdf  

6
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/aguirre-to-icann-board-eiu-14apr15-en.pdf  



 

majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadattachment/142588?t:ac=1392  
9
 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10

 See http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/cpe/faqs-13aug14-en.pdf, Pg. 6 
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6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 

                                                           
12

 http://music.us/board/  
13

 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr

ocess final%20(2).docx  
14

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadpicposting/1392?t:ac=1392  
15

 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/bm/briefing-materials-2-05feb14-en.pdf, Pg.3 
16
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represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  

Content Manager

Anna Smith

Nationwide Disc

anna.c@nationwidedisc.com,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 97.75.114.66



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 

                                                           
1
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails/1392, DotMusic Limited 

Application ID 1-1115-14110 
2
 The IFPI represents the recording industry worldwide and is an entity mainly dedicated to the global Music 

Community, http://www.ifpi.org/about.php  
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5
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majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-
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9
 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10
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6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 

                                                           
12

 http://music.us/board/  
13

 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr

ocess final%20(2).docx  
14

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadpicposting/1392?t:ac=1392  
15

 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/bm/briefing-materials-2-05feb14-en.pdf, Pg.3 
16

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  

Dick Huey

Founder

Toolshed Inc.

dhuey@toolshed.biz,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 69.118.117.230



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 

                                                           
1
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails/1392, DotMusic Limited 

Application ID 1-1115-14110 
2
 The IFPI represents the recording industry worldwide and is an entity mainly dedicated to the global Music 

Community, http://www.ifpi.org/about.php  
3
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/moore-to-crocker-18may15-en.pdf  

4
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/riaa-to-icann-05mar15-en.pdf  

5
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/bengloff-to-crocker-et-al-07mar15-en.pdf  

6
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/aguirre-to-icann-board-eiu-14apr15-en.pdf  



 

majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadattachment/142588?t:ac=1392  
9
 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10

 See http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/cpe/faqs-13aug14-en.pdf, Pg. 6 
11

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

 

6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 

                                                           
12

 http://music.us/board/  
13

 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr

ocess final%20(2).docx  
14

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadpicposting/1392?t:ac=1392  
15

 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/bm/briefing-materials-2-05feb14-en.pdf, Pg.3 
16
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represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  Samick Music

Sales and Marketing Director

Anthony De La Rosa

tdelarosa@smcmusic.com,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 50.207.213.198



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 

                                                           
1
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails/1392, DotMusic Limited 

Application ID 1-1115-14110 
2
 The IFPI represents the recording industry worldwide and is an entity mainly dedicated to the global Music 

Community, http://www.ifpi.org/about.php  
3
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/moore-to-crocker-18may15-en.pdf  

4
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/riaa-to-icann-05mar15-en.pdf  

5
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/bengloff-to-crocker-et-al-07mar15-en.pdf  

6
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/aguirre-to-icann-board-eiu-14apr15-en.pdf  



 

majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadattachment/142588?t:ac=1392  
9
 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10

 See http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/cpe/faqs-13aug14-en.pdf, Pg. 6 
11
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6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 
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 http://music.us/board/  
13

 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr

ocess final%20(2).docx  
14

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadpicposting/1392?t:ac=1392  
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 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/bm/briefing-materials-2-05feb14-en.pdf, Pg.3 
16

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  Gulture Enterprises

CEO

Frank Colin

gulture.enterprises@gmail.com,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 76.102.219.246



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 

                                                           
1
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails/1392, DotMusic Limited 

Application ID 1-1115-14110 
2
 The IFPI represents the recording industry worldwide and is an entity mainly dedicated to the global Music 

Community, http://www.ifpi.org/about.php  
3
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4
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5
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6
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majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
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 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10
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6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 
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 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 
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represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  

Principal

Judy Klein

True3Media

judyklein@email.com,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 75.95.29.235



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 

                                                           
1
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails/1392, DotMusic Limited 

Application ID 1-1115-14110 
2
 The IFPI represents the recording industry worldwide and is an entity mainly dedicated to the global Music 

Community, http://www.ifpi.org/about.php  
3
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/moore-to-crocker-18may15-en.pdf  

4
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/riaa-to-icann-05mar15-en.pdf  

5
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/bengloff-to-crocker-et-al-07mar15-en.pdf  

6
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/aguirre-to-icann-board-eiu-14apr15-en.pdf  



 

majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadattachment/142588?t:ac=1392  
9
 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10

 See http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/cpe/faqs-13aug14-en.pdf, Pg. 6 
11

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

 

6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 

                                                           
12

 http://music.us/board/  
13

 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr

ocess final%20(2).docx  
14

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadpicposting/1392?t:ac=1392  
15

 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/bm/briefing-materials-2-05feb14-en.pdf, Pg.3 
16

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  

musician

http://leadsheetz.com

Rick Maltese

malteserick@gmail.com,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 99.234.86.87



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 

                                                           
1
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails/1392, DotMusic Limited 

Application ID 1-1115-14110 
2
 The IFPI represents the recording industry worldwide and is an entity mainly dedicated to the global Music 

Community, http://www.ifpi.org/about.php  
3
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/moore-to-crocker-18may15-en.pdf  

4
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/riaa-to-icann-05mar15-en.pdf  

5
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/bengloff-to-crocker-et-al-07mar15-en.pdf  

6
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/aguirre-to-icann-board-eiu-14apr15-en.pdf  



 

majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadattachment/142588?t:ac=1392  
9
 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10

 See http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/cpe/faqs-13aug14-en.pdf, Pg. 6 
11

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

 

6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 

                                                           
12

 http://music.us/board/  
13

 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr

ocess final%20(2).docx  
14

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadpicposting/1392?t:ac=1392  
15

 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/bm/briefing-materials-2-05feb14-en.pdf, Pg.3 
16

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  98.3 Breeze F-M

Allen Bell

Mr.

allenbell@hotmail.ca,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 199.85.73.12



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 

                                                           
1
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails/1392, DotMusic Limited 

Application ID 1-1115-14110 
2
 The IFPI represents the recording industry worldwide and is an entity mainly dedicated to the global Music 

Community, http://www.ifpi.org/about.php  
3
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/moore-to-crocker-18may15-en.pdf  

4
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5
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/bengloff-to-crocker-et-al-07mar15-en.pdf  

6
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majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadattachment/142588?t:ac=1392  
9
 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10

 See http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/cpe/faqs-13aug14-en.pdf, Pg. 6 
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6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 
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 http://music.us/board/  
13

 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr

ocess final%20(2).docx  
14
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represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  Neurotic Media

Shachar Oren

President & CEO

oren@neuroticmedia.com,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 166.171.187.53



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 
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majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadattachment/142588?t:ac=1392  
9
 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10

 See http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/cpe/faqs-13aug14-en.pdf, Pg. 6 
11

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

 

6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 

                                                           
12

 http://music.us/board/  
13

 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr

ocess final%20(2).docx  
14

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadpicposting/1392?t:ac=1392  
15

 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/bm/briefing-materials-2-05feb14-en.pdf, Pg.3 
16

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  New FIsh Music

Mark Trout

Owner/Manager

mtrout79@hotmail.com,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 173.198.126.174



 

Dr. Steve Crocker, Chairman of the ICANN Board; 

Fadi Chehadé, ICANN President & CEO; 

Akram Attallah, ICANN President of Generic Domains Division; 

Christine Willett, ICANN Vice-President of gTLD Operations; 

Cherine Chalaby, ICANN Chair of the New gTLD Committee; 

Thomas Schneider, ICANN Chair of Government Advisory Committee;  

Cyrus Namazi, ICANN Vice-President of DNS Engagement; 

John Jeffrey, ICANN General Counsel; and 

Community Priority Evaluation Panel, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

Re: Support for .MUSIC Community-based Application1 with Enhanced Safeguards 

 

Dear ICANN and Economist Intelligence Unit (“EIU”): 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support which supports the responsible, trusted and safe operation of the 

.MUSIC top-level domain under a community TLD multi-stakeholder governance model with 

Enhanced Safeguards tailored to serve the legitimate interests of the entire global Music Community. 

 

Respecting and protecting music rights serves both the global music community and the public 

interest. Our organization supports the position of the International Federation of the Phonographic 

Industry,2 which endorses DotMusic because it has “publicly committed to, and will be bound to, 

implement meaningful and robust safeguards to protect against online infringement.”3 Our 

organization also supports the positions expressed in the letter4 sent to ICANN (on March 5th, 2015) 

by Victoria Sheckler from the RIAA and on behalf of a global music community coalition 

representing “over 80% of the world’s music,” and the letter5 sent to ICANN (on March 7th, 2015) by 

Rich Bengloff from the A2IM and on behalf of a majority of a global music community coalition 

representing a majority of the independent music community, to support the [DotMusic] 

“community” application for .MUSIC and that “we expect…the community application process…to 

have meaning and for the community preference criteria (CPE)…to be interpreted thoughtfully, 

diligently, and in a responsible manner in light of the public interest and with consumer safety in 

mind " and for ICANN “to expeditiously implement appropriate changes to address [concerns].” We 

also support the positions in the letter6 sent to ICANN (on April 14th, 2015) by Danielle Aguirre from 

the NMPA and on behalf of a music publisher and songwriter community coalition representing a 

                                                           
1
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails/1392, DotMusic Limited 

Application ID 1-1115-14110 
2
 The IFPI represents the recording industry worldwide and is an entity mainly dedicated to the global Music 

Community, http://www.ifpi.org/about.php  
3
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/moore-to-crocker-18may15-en.pdf  

4
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/riaa-to-icann-05mar15-en.pdf  

5
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/bengloff-to-crocker-et-al-07mar15-en.pdf  

6
 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/aguirre-to-icann-board-eiu-14apr15-en.pdf  



 

majority of the global music publishing community, which expressed their “support [for] the 

[DotMusic] .MUSIC community application because respecting and protecting music rights serves 

the global music community and the public interest.” 

 

Please accept this Letter of Support for DotMusic Limited’s .MUSIC community-based application 

because DotMusic: 

1. is the only .MUSIC applicant that follows unified principles, ideals and mission 

that the entire Community subscribes to, such as: creating a trusted identifier and 

safe haven for music consumption, protecting musicians’ rights and intellectual 

property, fighting copyright infringement/piracy, supporting fair compensation 

and music education, and following a multi-stakeholder approach of 

representation of all types of global music constituents without discrimination;
7
 

 

2. is supported by relevant organizations with members representing over 95% of 

music consumed globally (i.e. a majority), including many entities mainly dedicated 

to the Community, such as the IFPI, FIM, ICMP, IFACCA, IAMIC, ISME, A2IM, 

WIN, NAMM and others;8 

 

3. is the only .MUSIC applicant without a formal Community Objection or any relevant, 

substantiated opposition files against it.9 It is in the public interest that the Panel 

protects the legitimate interests of the global Music Community by invalidating any 

last minute spurious letter of opposition and clearly understands the objectives of 

such letters intended to unfairly disqualify this worthy, meaningful and well-

intentioned community-based application supported by the majority of the 

Community;10 

 

4. commits to align its music-tailored Registration Policies with its articulated 

community-based purpose to serve the legitimate interests of the Community; 

 

5. commits to “use clear, organized, consistent and interrelated criteria to demonstrate 

Community Establishment…aligned with [its] community-based Purpose” and 

uphold its established Community definition of a “strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of 

communities of similar nature that relate to music” that “encompasses global 

reaching commercial and non-commercial stakeholders, and amateur stakeholders.”11  

                                                           
7
 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 18a and 20c 
8
 http://music.us/supporters and https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadattachment/142588?t:ac=1392  
9
 The public comment window has been open since 13 June 2012 for over 3 years. If there was any opposition of 

reasoned nature then any relevant music organization would have already voiced such concerns. 
10

 See http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/cpe/faqs-13aug14-en.pdf, Pg. 6 
11

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

 

6. is governed by the multi-stakeholder global Music Community with a diverse Policy 

Advisory Board encompassing commercial, non-commercial and amateur music-

related constituent types;12 

 

7. has enhanced safeguards to increase trust, protect copyright and prevent 

cybersquatting. These include: restricting eligibility to Community members with the 

requisite awareness of the Community defined without discrimination; only allowing 

legal music content and usage; no parking pages; stopping domain hopping; anti-

piracy takedown policies; authorization provisions; permanent blocks; privacy/proxy 

provisions; true name/address mandates; trusted sender complaints; registrant 

validation via a mandatory two-step phone and email authentication process; a 

priority-based launch phase for Community members belonging to Music 

Community Member Organizations; naming conditions only allowing registrants to 

register their name, acronym or Doing Business As; and, a Globally Protected Marks 

List to protect famous music brands; 

 

8. commits to implement both proactive and reactive enforcement measures, such as 

proactive zone screening, Community crowdsourced enforcement and random 

compliance checks, with appropriate appeals mechanisms to fix compliance issues 

under its .MUSIC Policy & Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Process 

(MPCIDRP), including independent dispute resolution via the National Arbitration 

Forum (NAF);13 and 

 

9. is accountable to the global Music Community through its Public Interest 

Commitments14 that clarify its commitment to serve the global Music Community 
and public interest, while also addressing any concerns the Community may have. 

 

Music is recognized by ICANN and GAC as a regulated sector, comprised of a logical alliance 

of interdependent communities relating to music with organized practices and institutions that 

enable and regulate the production, distribution and consumption of music.
15

 As such, the string 

is aligned with DotMusic’s Community definition (“a strictly delineated and organized 

community of individuals, organizations and business, a logical alliance of communities of 

similar nature that relate to music”
16

). Its Nexus matches the applied-for string because it 

                                                           
12

 http://music.us/board/  
13

 See DotMusic MPCIDRP at http://www.adrforum.com/RegistrySpec and 

http://www.adrforum.com/users/odr/resources/Music Policy and Copyright Infringement Dispute Resolution Pr

ocess final%20(2).docx  
14

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadpicposting/1392?t:ac=1392  
15

 https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/bm/briefing-materials-2-05feb14-en.pdf, Pg.3 
16

 https://gtldresult.icann.org/application-

result/applicationstatus/applicationdetails:downloadapplication/1392?t:ac=1392, 20a 



 

represents the Community and allows all constituents to register a .MUSIC domain without any 

conflict of interests, over-reaching or discrimination. 

DotMusic clearly exceeds the criteria required to pass Community Priority Evaluation, has provided 

music-tailored Public Interest Commitments, and responsibly serves a higher purpose to fulfill the 

Community’s  needs and legitimate interests. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Signature: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organisation:  

Lepingo

WWW.WEMEI.TV

CMO

wemeitv@gmail.com,  Aug 12 '15 
 ip: 184.94.46.67




