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Dear Mr. Cherine Chalaby,

I would like to refer to my letter to GAC chair dated 4 November 2013 and her reply dated
29 November 2013 regarding the new gTLD applications for .halal and .islam. I wish to
seize this opportunity to thank you all personally for paying due consideration to our
concerns, as well as for the understanding of ICANN for the OIC's position on gTLD

applications for .halal and .islam.

Therefore, I would like to bring to your kind attention that OIC Foreign Ministers

unanimously re-adopted a resolution in this regard as a confirmation of its previous

resolutions on the same matter.

With the above in mind, lwould like to bring again to your kind attention the official
opposition of the OIC Member States towards any probable authorization that might

allow the use of these new gTLDs .islam and .halal by any entity.

Please accept, Mr. Chair, the assurances of my highest consideration rp,p

Sincerely,

U
t
\ 'i9

Secretary General

To:

Cc:

Cc:

Mr. Cherine Chalaby Chair, Board of Directors, ICANN

Mr. G<lran Marby the CEO and President of ICANN

Ms. Manal lsmail, Chair, Governmental Advisory Committee

As I mentioned in my past communication, the Foreign Ministers of the Organization of
lslamic Cooperation (OlC) maintain the position that the new gTLDs with lslamic identity
are extremely sensitive in nature as they concern the entire Muslim nation. ln this sense,

I enclose the relevant documents bearing on this critically important issue for your
information and record.

Yousef A. Al-Othaimeen \
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Dear Ms. Dryden,

I hank you for your kind letter dated 2d October 2013 that confirms the Organizaton of lslamic Cooperalion
(OlC) becoming an Observer to the Govemmenhl Advisory Committee (GAC) ot the lntemet Coryoration for
Assigned Names and Numbes (ICANN).

You aIe kindly aware that ttr OIC is tie secord largest intergovemmenlal o€anizatbn wih 57 i#mbe,
Sbtes spcad across four continenb. lt also has fir€ obGerver rnembels including the Russian Federati:n and the
USA, UE UK, FrarEe, ltaly, Canda and Austft ia mainldns official relatbns wih [he Orgarizati:n tuurgh appcrinti4
Special Envoys. Besides, it is the sole ofticial represenlative ol the Muslim World repEsenting '1.6 billion Mrslim
peodes around tle World.

As such, I take his as my responsibility to bnng to your kind attention our frm and clear position with regad
to the use of lslamic terms such as; .lslam and .Halal gTLDs. The OIC took note of the 

.GAC 
Advice to fre ICANN

Board' incorporated in the GAC Communiqud dated 11 April, 2013 adopted at Beijing, People Republic of China.

Specifically, ttc advice contained rn Article 1/a/i/il wih regard, to Module 3.1 part ll ol the applioant Gurdebook, quote

'the GAC $c!8/nlaes thal Retigious tenns aro sensit yo issues. Some GIC mcrrbo's ,,8ye rrbsd semitiyi0es
on the .pplications lhat rehle to lslamic tenns, speclficalty .lslan eN .H.lel. The GAC mff,ftars cutcefr.I.fd
have nod h.t the epplicatons lor .lslan and .Hehl leck conmunv involvemont end supput lt 's tn viw
of lheso GAC mombers thet theEe epplicalions sftourd ,rot proceod" unquote.

To this end, the OIC feels that the observaton of the GAC members about tne lact of community
inrclvement and support was based on absence of poper informa[rcn. The involvement and suppod of he OIC as

$e sole offcial repcsentative of 1.6 billion Muslims are tantamount to the involvement and support of the World
Muslim populations. l,loreover, to give this claim on .lslam and .HalalgTLDs more legalfuoting, the Foretgn Minbters
o, 57 Muslim lvlember States of the OIC is going to adopt a resolution to the efiect of protecling and having a united
stand towards the use of the new gTLDs with lslamic identity. This Resolution will be adopted at the forthcorning OIC
Council of Foreign Minislers Meeting (CFM) scheduled to be held in Conakry, Guinea on 9 .11 December 2013.

ln view of the above, the OIC rlould be happy to engage and fully cooperate wth the GAC of ICANN to find

an appopriate solution to this crucial rssue. ln the meantrme. I muld request you to kindly consider Uris letbr 6 an
official opposition of the l\rember States of the ol0 towards probable authorization by tre GAC allowing use of these

new gTLDs .lslam and .Halal by any entity not representing the collectve voile of the Muslim people.

I look forward to having your positive consideration on the issue as well as h engaging in furtEr inslitutiJnd
cooperation betrveen the OIC and ICANN

J

o

o

Sincerely,

Ms. Heather Dryden
Chair, GovemrEntal Advisory Committee
ICANN

CC: Mr Fadi Chehad6 (President and CEO of ICANN)
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-.---ICAl{N Govemmental Advisory Committee

29 November 2013

Mr. Ekmeleddln lhsanoglu

secretary 6eneral
Organization ol lslamic Cooperatbn

Dear Mr. lhsanoglu,

Thanl you foryout letter dated No/ember 4,2013 regardint the new 8nO applications for
.ashm and .halal. ln this letter you conectly refer to the GAC advice regarding these applications

in the Beiiing Communhud. lt deserves to b€ noted that this advke concluded the GAC5

discussbns on this matter, an aspect that was highl'rghted for clarity in the Buenos Aires

Communiqu€ (se€tion ll.7).

I further note that you will undertake discussbns within the Organization of lslamic Cooperation

(OlC) regardint these applications in a meetint 9- 11 December. While I wbh you and the Olc

membership a successful meetin& I must at th€ same time reinforce that th€ 6AC deliberations

on thig matter have concluded and that there is no opportunity to reirtmduce the matter for
GAC dbcussion. Howev€r, the OIC miSht wish to adYise the Board of the lntemet Corpo6tion
for Assign€d Names and t{umb€rs (ICANN} dlrectv about the OIC meetinS to be held in

December, and its rel€vant outcom€s.

Sincerely,

Heather Oryden
Chair, Go/ernmental Advbory Committee
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Resolution No. 1/44-IT
On

Consolidating OIC's Position to Preserve gTLDs with Islamic ldentity

The Forty Fourth Session of the Council of the Foreigr Ministers of the Organization of
Islamic Cooperation (Session of Youth, Peace and Development in a l{orld of Solidarity),

held in Abidjan, Republic of C6te d'lvoire on l0-11 July 2017,

Recalling Resolution 011$-n on "Consolidating OIC's Position to preserve gTLDs with
lslamic ldentity";

Considering the fact that new gTLDs with Islamic identity are of such sensitive nature as

they concem the entire Islamic Ummah;

Taking cognizance of the efforts exerted by the OIC General Secretariat to coordinate

Member States positions on this matter;

Recalling the OIC member states which are also members of ICANN were called upon to
support United Arab Emirates' position and the measures it took to ban the sale of the two
domains ..Is/arz ' and .halal' or any other domains which concem the entire lslamic Ummah.

Underscoring the need for OIC Member States to formulate a unified position with regard to

their policies and mechanisms to manage the use of gTLDs with Islamic identity and prevent

their misuse;

Expressing its concem that the registration of any domain names under top-level domains

must ensure to a large extent that no community, segment or religion is offended;

Having considered the report oflhe Secretary General in this regard,

l. Requests the OIC General Secretariat to finalize, as soon as possible, the study on

how to manage gTLDs with Islamic identity and submit it to the member states for
their views.

2 Urges OIC Member States which have not yet joined ICANN to do so, in the
preparation for transition to an intemational organization.

3. Reconfirms OIC position that the two domains.lslam and .Halal or any other

domains, which concern the entire Islamic Ummah, should not be sold without a

coordinated consent ofall the OIC Member States.

4. Commends the United Arab Emirates in its capacity as member of the High-Level
consultative Committee, chaired by the president of Estonia, entrusted, with
presenting recommendations on changing ICANN to an intemational organization and
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which held its 3'd meeting on 3rd& 4thof May 2014, in Dubai, the United Arab

Emirates.

5. Invites the General Secretariat to follow up its efforts aimed at establishing a database

dedicated to this matter and to present semiarmual reports in this regard.

6 Invites all concemed telecommunication regularity authorities and providers in OIC
Member States to hold meetings to deliberate and come up with a unified position on

matters related to ICANN.

7. Requests the Secretary General to follow up the implementation of this resolution and

to submit a report thereon to the 44th Session of the Council of Foreign Ministers.
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