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Proposed Service

Name of Proposed Service:

Release of Certain Two Character ASCII Labels

Technical description of Proposed Service:

On behalf of all Donuts operated TLDs and pursuant to Section 2 of Specification 5 of such Registry Agreements, we request

the release of all two-character ASCII labels that do not appear on the ISO 3166-1 alpha-2 list and for which there is no

corresponding government or country-code operator. 

This is phase one of our proposed release of all two character labels.  We will submit a subsequent request to release

two-character labels that appear on the ISO 3166-1 alpha-2 list and have a corresponding ccTLD, but this initial request is

limited to two-character names with no corresponding ccTLD.  

This request applies to the following Donuts-operated TLDs:

ventures

singles

holdings

guru

clothing

bike

plumbing

camera

equipment

lighting

estate

gallery

graphics

photography

contractors

land

technology

construction
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directory

kitchen

today

voyage

tips

enterprises

diamonds

shoes

careers

photos

recipes

limo

domains

cab

company

computer

systems

academy

management

center

solutions

support

email

builders

training

camp

glass

education

repair

institute

solar

coffee

florist

house

international

holiday

marketing
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viajes

codes

farm

cheap

zone

agency

bargains

boutique 

cool

watch

works

expert

foundation

exposed

villas

flights

rentals

cruises

vacations

condos

properties

maison

tienda

dating

events

partners

productions

community

catering 

cards

cleaning

tools

industries

parts

supplies

supply

report
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vision

fish

services

capital 

engineering

exchange

gripe

associates 

lease

media

pictures 

reisen

toys

university

town

wtf

fail

financial

limited

care 

clinic

surgery

dental

tax

cash

fund  

investments

furniture

discount

fitness

schule

gratis

claims 

credit

creditcard

digital

accountants
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finance

insure

place

guide

church

life

loans

auction

direct

business

network

xn--czrs0t (shop/store)

xn--unup4y (games)

xn--vhquv  (enterprises)

Consultation

Please describe with specificity your consultations with the community, experts and or others. What were the
quantity, nature and content of the consultations?:

We have attached a letter we sent to ICANN establishing the reasoning behind why the release of two-character ASCII labels

that do not appear on the ISO 3166-1 alpha-2 list and for which there is no corresponding government or country-code

operator should be released as soon as possible.

As stated in the letter, the release of these two-character ASCII labels poses no risk of confusion with any country-code, as

this initial request relates only to two character labels where there is no corresponding country code and no relevant

government or corresponding country-code operator.  Therefore, the restrictions placed on this set of two-character ASCII
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labels are unwarranted and should be lifted forthwith.

a. If the registry is a sponsored TLD, what were the nature and content of these consultations with the sponsored
TLD community?:

N/A

b. Were consultations with gTLD registrars or the registrar constituency appropriate? Which registrars were
consulted? What were the nature and content of the consultation?:

N/A

c. Were consultations with other constituency groups appropriate? Which groups were consulted? What were the
nature and content of these consultations?:

N/A

d. Were consultations with end users appropriate? Which groups were consulted? What were the nature and
content of these consultations?:

There is a high demand from end users to make two-character labels available for registration.  We field numerous requests

from end users demanding the release of these labels.

e. Who would endorse the introduction of this service? What were the nature and content of these consultations?:

Potential registrants interested in two character labels would support this proposal.  
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f. Who would object the introduction of this service? What were(or would be) the nature and content of these
consultations?:

By the nature of this initial request, there should not be an objection to the release of these two-character labels given that

these labels do not appear on the ISO 3166-1 alpha-2 list and therefore do not correspond to a government or country-code

operator.  

Timeline

Please describe the timeline for implementation of the proposed new registry service:

We would like to make these two-character ASCII labels available for registration immediately.

Business Description

Describe how the Proposed Service will be offered:

These two-character labels will be offered in the same manner as all other domain names.

Describe quality assurance plan or testing of Proposed Service:

N/A

Please list any relevant RFCs or White Papers on the proposed service and explain how those papers are
relevant.:

N/A

Contractual Provisions

List the relevant contractual provisions impacted by the Proposed Service:
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Registry Agreement, Specification 5, Section 2:

2. Two-character labels. All two-character ASCII labels shall be withheld from registration or allocated to Registry Operator at

the second level within the TLD. Such labels may not be activated in the DNS, and may not be released for registration to

any person or entity other than Registry Operator, provided that such two-character label strings may be released to the

extent that Registry Operator reaches agreement with the related government and country-code manager of the string as

specified in the ISO 3166-1 alpha-2 standard. The Registry Operator may also propose the release of these reservations

based on its implementation of measures to avoid confusion with the corresponding country codes, subject to approval by

ICANN. Upon conclusion of Registry Operator's designation as operator of the registry for the TLD, all such labels that

remain withheld from registration or allocated to Registry Operator shall be transferred as specified by ICANN. Registry

Operator may self-allocate and renew such names without use of an ICANN accredited registrar, which will not be

considered Transactions for purposes of Section 6.1 of the Agreement.

What effect, if any, will the Proposed Service have on the reporting of data to ICANN:

None.

What effect, if any, will the Proposed Service have on the Whois?:

None.

Contract Amendments

Please describe or provide the necessary contractual amendments for the proposed service:

As permitted under Specification 5, Section 2, Registry Operators may propose the release of the two-character ASCII label

reservations where there is the ability to avoid confusion with the corresponding country codes, subject to approval by

ICANN.

We are not seeking an amendment to the Registry Agreement, rather we seek approval from ICANN in the form of a written

waiver stating that Donuts' Registry Operators are permitted to make available for registration those two-character ASCII

labels that do not appear on the ISO 3166-1 alpha-2 list and for which there are no corresponding country-code operators.
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Benefits of Service

Describe the benefits of the Proposed Service:

Registrants and end users will benefit from the availability of these two-character ASCII labels.  These labels are short and

memorable and will add to consumer choice and competition in the new gTLD marketplace.    

Competition

Do you believe your proposed new Registry Service would have any positive or negative effects on competition? 
If so, please explain.:

The release of these two-character ASCII labels will enhance competition.  It will provide registrants with the ability to register

attractive names that will help them compete in the Internet marketplace.  It also will help new registries to compete with

incumbent TLDs.  

How would you define the markets in which your proposed Registry Service would compete?:

All markets.

What companies/entities provide services or products that are similar in substance or effect to your proposed
Registry Service?:

Incumbent registries are already permitted to sell two character labels, regardless of whether they appear on the ISO 3166-1

alpha-2 list.

In view of your status as a registry operator, would the introduction of your proposed Registry Service potentially
impair the ability of other companies/entities that provide similar products or services to compete?:
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No.

Do you propose to work with a vendor or contractor to provide the proposed Registry Service?  If so, what is the
name of the vendor/contractor, and describe the nature of the services the vendor/contractor would provide.:

No.

Have you communicated with any of the entities whose products or services might be affected by the introduction
of your proposed Registry Service?  If so, please describe the communications.:

N/A

Do you have any documents that address the possible effects on competition of your proposed Registry Service? 
If so, please submit them with your application.  (ICANN will keep the documents confidential).:

N/A

Security and Stability

Does the proposed service alter the storage and input of Registry Data?:

No.

Please explain how the proposed service will affect the throughput, response time, consistency or coherence of
reponses to Internet servers or end systems:

N/A

Page 10



ICANN Registry Request Service
Ticket ID: G8K3U-8P2S4
Registry Name: Binky Lake, LLC (.VENTURES)
gTLD: .VENTURES
Status: ICANN Review
Status Date: 2014-05-09 21:22:49
Print Date: 2014-05-09 21:31:08

Have technical concerns been raised about the proposed service, and if so, how do you intend to address those
concerns?:

No.

Other Issues

Are there any Intellectual Property considerations raised by the Proposed Service:

No.  Our proposal to release two-character ASCII labels that do not appear on the ISO 3166-1 alpha-2 list does not pose

additional intellectual property risk.  All existing ICANN IP Rights Protection Mechanisms would apply to such names.  

Does the proposed service contain intellectual property exclusive to your gTLD registry?:

No.

List Disclaimers provided to potential customers regarding the Proposed Service:

N/A

Any other relevant information to include with this request:

No.
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