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ICANN Leader Praises Brazil’s Multi-Stakeholder  
Model of Internet Coordination  

 
Chief Executive Officer Draws Parallels to the ICANN Model   

 
Sao Paulo, Brazil… Rod Beckstrom, ICANN’s President and Chief Executive Officer today praised 
Brazil as one of the few countries that has adopted a multi-stakeholder approach to Internet 
governance issues. 
 
“It is an example of the Brazilian government’s wisdom in saying we want the private sector, we want 
the civil society, and Academic leaders, Internet experts and corporations to come together and 
provide the Internet Strategy for the country,” said Beckstrom.  
 
The ICANN leader praised Brazil’s Internet Steering Committee or Consejo Gestor de Internet CGI 
during a keynote address to the Futurecom information technology conference in Sao Paulo, Brazil.  
He said it has been instrumental in bringing security enhancements to the Internet and in embracing 
the IPv6 protocol, which dramatically increased the amount of available Internet addresses.  
 
Beckstrom said ICANN is also proudly defined by a multi-stakeholder model, aimed at increasing the 
participation of diverse groups from all around the globe. He said those varied groups provided 
valuable input in putting together ICANN’s new generic Top-Level Domain (gTLD) program. 
 
The gTLD program will greatly expand the current number of 22 Top-Level Domains (i.e., .com, .gov, 
.net, etc.) to include almost any word or name.  But Beckstrom made clear that new gTLDs are not 
intended for every company or organization, since running a gTLD means an applicant is committing 
to run an Internet registry – an expensive and highly technical operation.  
 
“I want to make clear that ICANN is an organization that is not advocating new gTLDs for anyone,” 
said Beckstrom.  “Our role is merely facilitation to implement the policy and the programs approved 
by our community, so we are here to educate not to advocate.” 
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To download a high resolution photo of Internet leaders in Brazil go here: 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/icann/6143370437/sizes/l/in/photostream/.  
 
Caption:  Internet leaders at Brazilian CGI and NIC.br.  Left to right are; Demi Getshko - Director of the NIC.br, 

Frederico Neves - Director of Services and Technology at NIC.br, Rod Beckstrom – Chief Executive Officer of ICANN, 
Hartmut Glaser - Executive Secretary CGI and Rodrigo de la Parra – Manager of Latin American Relations at ICANN. 

 
To read more about the gTLD program, go here:  http://www.icann.org/en/topics/new-gtlds/program-
en.htm. 
 
To read more about ICANN’s multi-stakeholder model, go here: http://www.icann.org/en/structure/. 
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About ICANN: ICANN’s mission is to ensure a stable, secure and unified global Internet. To reach another person on the Internet you 

have to type an address into your computer - a name or a number. That address has to be unique so computers know where to find 
each other. ICANN coordinates these unique identifiers across the world. Without that coordination we wouldn't have one global 
Internet. ICANN was formed in 1998. It is a not-for-profit public-benefit corporation with participants from all over the world dedicated to 
keeping the Internet secure, stable and interoperable. It promotes competition and develops policy on the Internet’s unique identifiers. 
ICANN doesn’t control content on the Internet. It cannot stop spam and it doesn’t deal with access to the Internet. But through its 
coordination role of the Internet’s naming system, it does have an important impact on the expansion and evolution of the Internet. For 
more information please visit: www.icann.org. 
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