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.net Registry Agreement

< (25 May 2001)

ICANN

.net Registry Agreement
This REGISTRY AGREEMENT ("Agreement") is by and between the Internet
Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers, a not-for-profit corporation, and VeriSign,
Inc.

1. DEFINITIONS. For purposes of this Agreement, the following definitions shall apply:

1.1 The "Authoritative Root-Server System” means the constellation of DNS
root-nameservers specified, from time to time, in the file
<ftp://ftp.internic.net/domain/named.root>.

1.2 [Deliberately left blank]
1.3 [Deliberately left blank]
1.4 The "DNS" refers to the Internet domain name system.

1.5 The "Effective Date" is the date specified as such in Section 3 of the Agreement for

Restructured Relationship among [CANN, VeriSign, and Network Solutions, Inc.

1.6 The "Expiration Date" is the date specified in Subsection 5.1.1.

1.7 "ICANN" refers to the Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers, a party
to this Agreement.

1.8 An "ICANN-Accredited Registrar” is an entity or person accredited by [CANN to act
as a registrar for domain names within the domain of the Registry TL.D.

1.9 "Personal Data" refers to data about any identified or identifiable natural person.
1.10 [Deliberately left blank]

1.11 "Registered Name" refers to a domain name within the domain of the Registry TLD,
whether consisting of two or more (e.g., john.smith.name) levels, about which Registry
Operator or an affiliate engaged in providing Registry Services maintains data in a
Registry Database, arranges for such maintenance, or derives revenue from such
maintenance. A name in a Regisiry Database may be a Registered Name even though it
does not appear in a TLD zone file (e.g., a registered but inactive name).

1.12 "Registry Data" means all Registry Database data maintained in electronic form,
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and shall include TLD Zone-File Data, all data used to provide Registry Services
submitted by registrars in electronic form, and all other data used {o provide Regisiry
Services concerning particular domain name registrations or nameservers maintained in
electronic form in the Registry Database.

1.13 "Registry Database" means a database comprised of data about one or more DNS
domain names within the domain of the Registry TLD that is used to generate either DNS
resource records that are published authoritatively or responses to domain name
availability lookup requests or Whois queries, for some or all of those names.

1.14 "Registry Operator" refers to VeriSign, Inc., a party to this Agreement, or any
assignee of it under Subsection 5.11.

1.15 "Registry-Registrar Agreement” means an agreement between Registry Operator
and an [CANN-Accredited Registrar with the provisions specified by Subsection 3.4.

1.16 "Registry Services" means services provided as an integral part of the operation of
the Registry TLD, including all subdomains in which Registered Names are registered.
These services include: receipt of data concerning registration of domain names and
nameservers from registrars, provision to registrars of status information relating to the
Registry TLD, dissemination of TLD zone files, operation of the Registry TLD zone
servers, dissemination of contact and other information concerning domain name and
nameserver registrations in the Registry TLD, and such other services required by
ICANN in the manner provided in Subsections 4.3 through 4.6. Registry Services shall
not include the provision of nameservice for a domain used by a single entity under a
Registered Name registered through an ICANN-Accrediied Registrar.

1.17 "Registry TLD" refers to the .net TLD.
1.18 [Deliberately left blank]

1.19 "Term of this Agreement" begins on the Effective Date and continues until the
earlier of (a) the Expiration Date, or (b) termination of this Agreement.

1.20 "TLD" refers to a top-level domain in the DNS.

1.21 "TLD Zone-File Data" means all data contained in a DNS zone file for the Registry
TLD, or for any subdomain for which Regisiry Services are provided and that contains
Registered Names, as provided to TLD nameservers on the Internet.

2. ICANN OBLIGATIONS.

2.1 General Obligations of ICANN. With respect to all matters that affect the rights,
obligations, or role of Registry Operator, ICANN shall during the Term of this Agreement:

2.1.1 exercise its responsibilities in an open and transparent manner,;

2.1.2 not unreasonably restrain competition and, to the extent feasible,
promote and encourage robust competition;

2.1.3 not apply standards, policies, procedures or practices arbitrarily,
unjustifiably, or inequitably and not single out Registry Operator for disparate
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