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SPECIFICATION 5 
 

SCHEDULE OF RESERVED NAMES AT THE SECOND LEVEL IN GTLD REGISTRIES 
[Note: the content of this schedule is the subject of continuing community discussion] 

 
Except to the extent that ICANN otherwise expressly authorizes in writing, the Registry Operator 
shall reserve names formed with the following labels from initial (i.e. other than renewal) 
registration within the TLD: 
 
1. Example. The label “EXAMPLE” shall be reserved at the second level and at all other levels 

within the TLD at which Registry Operator makes registrations. 
 

2. Two-character labels. All two-character labels shall be initially reserved. The reservation of a 
two-character label string shall be released to the extent that Registry Operator reaches 
agreement with the government and country-code manager. The Registry Operator may 
also propose release of these reservations based on its implementation of measures to avoid 
confusion with the corresponding country codes. 

 
3. Tagged Domain Names. Labels may only include hyphens in the third and fourth position if 

they represent valid internationalized domain names in their ASCII encoding (for example 
"xn--ndk061n"). 

 
4. Second-Level Reservations for Registry Operations. The following names are reserved for use 

in connection with the operation of the registry for the TLD. Registry Operator may use them, 
but upon conclusion of Registry Operator's designation as of the registry for the TLD they shall 
be transferred as specified by ICANN: NIC, WWW and WHOIS. 

 


