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Section I:  General Overview and Next Steps 

The Thick Whois PDP Working Group delivered its Final Report [PDF, 1.23 MB] to the GNSO Council on 
21 October 2013. The report and its recommendations were adopted unanimously by the GNSO 
Council on 31 October. As required by the ICANN Bylaws, public notice was provided of the policies 
that are considered for adoption as well as an opportunity to comment on the adoption of the 
proposed policies, prior to consideration by the ICANN Board of these recommendations. 

This report of public comments as well as other supporting materials will now be provided to the 
ICANN Board for its review as it considers the recommendations for approval. 

Section II:  Contributors 

At the time this report was prepared, a total of four (4) community submissions had been posted to the 
Forum.  The contributors, both individuals and organizations/groups, are listed below in chronological order 
by posting date with initials noted.  To the extent that quotations are used in the foregoing narrative (Section 
III), such citations will reference the contributor’s initials. 

Organizations and Groups: 

Name Submitted by Initials 

At-Large Advisory Committee ICANN Policy Staff in support of 
ALAC 

ALAC 

China Internet Network Information Center CNNIC 

Intellectual Property Constituency Steve Metalitz IPC 

International AntiCounterfeiting Coalition Travis Johnson IACC 

Section III:  Summary of Comments 

General Disclaimer:  This section is intended to broadly and comprehensively summarize the comments 
submitted to this Forum, but not to address every specific position stated by each contributor.  Staff 
recommends that readers interested in specific aspects of any of the summarized comments, or the full 
context of others, refer directly to the specific contributions at the link referenced above (View Comments 

http://www.icann.org/en/news/announcements/announcement-06nov13-en.htm
http://www.icann.org/en/news/public-comment/thick-whois-recommendations-06nov13-en.htm
http://forum.icann.org/lists/comments-thick-whois-recommendations-06nov13/
http://forum.icann.org/lists/comments-thick-whois-recommendations-06nov13/
http://gnso.icann.org/en/issues/whois/thick-final-21oct13-en.pdf


Submitted).   

 
All commenters (ALAC, CNNIC, IPC and IACC) strongly support the recommendation to require thick 
Whois for all gTLD Registries and urge the Board to adopt this recommendation. In addition to the 
benefits stated in the Final Report, CNNIC also points to the advantages of thick Whois in ‘the 
internationalized new gTLD environment’. IACC and ALAC acknowledge the request for a legal review 
of law applicable to the transition of data from a thin to thick model as part of the implementation, 
but IACC ‘encourages the GNSO Implementation Review Team to monitor the process alongside the 
transition, rather than delay implementation pending the review on these issues’, while ALAC notes 
that ‘similar privacy issues are addressed by most existing registries and all registrars including 
movement of data from one jurisdiction to another’. 
 

Section IV:  Analysis of Comments 

General Disclaimer:  This section is intended to provide an analysis and evaluation of the comments 
received along with explanations regarding the basis for any recommendations provided within the 
analysis.  

 
The report of public comments will be provided to the ICANN Board for its consideration together 
with other relevant materials. 
 

 


